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Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his 
property. So he summoned him and said to him, `What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.' Then the manager said to himself, `What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.' So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?' He 
answered, `A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another, `And 
how much do you owe?' He replied, `A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, `Take your bill and make it eighty.' And his master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they 
may welcome you into the eternal homes. "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the 
one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 

Let's look for a side of Jesus that we don't often see: In today's parable, Jesus says: ' 'The master commended 

the dishonest manager because for acting shrewdly; . . . And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

What in the world is this? I remember the first time I read this parable, it was handed to me on a piece of 

paper - so I wasn't holding a Bible, turning to the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 16, verse one — I was just looking a sheet 

of paper, and I said, ''This isn't in the Bible!" "make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth" This can’t be 

in the Bible! We don't teach this parable in Sunday School. It doesn't come up very often in our Sunday morning 

readings. Many of us have never heard this story before. What can Jesus mean — commending 'dishonesty?" 

We're very in touch with Gentle Jesus, Loving Jesus, Healing Jesus. We're even used to on seeing Angry Jesus, who 

turns tables in the Temple. But this story invites us to see another side of Jesus. Let's remember the Jesus who says:  

 "Before you can point out the speck, the flaw, in your neighbor's eye, you. might want to pull out the log in your own." 

Jesus was witty, ironic, not above sarcasm, playful even. 

 When the people came to Jesus, and said, ''Rabbi, you have to get out of here, the king — Herod wants to kin you!" 

Jesus said, 'You go tell that fox for me that I'm casting out demons, and I'm healing the sick, and I'll keep doing it today, 

and tomorrow and the next day." In other words, 'I'm not afraid of the king.' Jesus is kind of a tough guy. He ‘don't play.’ 

I'm not afraid. 

 When Jesus was preparing his disciples to go out in to the world, living the kind of life he's called us ALL to (so he's 

speaking to us too), he said, "Look, I'm sending you out like sheep amongst the wolves — so you've got Co put on thick 

skin — you've got to be smart — ' 'Be wise as serpents — but innocent as doves.'  

 Another place when the disciples wondered, as they were sent out,  what it would be like if they weren’t well received by 

the people, he said, "Shake the dust off you're sandals' — don't let it GET to you, don't let the feeling stick to you, don't 

take it personally, let it go, move on. 

 Another place when reminding them that they have the good stuff, the most powerful message in the world — to love 

your neighbors, and your enemy (that's EVERY"IHING — but not everyone's going to get it!) "so be careful not to 

throw these pearls before swine — who, will trample them under foot, and then turn and maul you." 

Be wise as serpents, and innocent as doves. Be careful. Be prudent, practical. Be clever. THINK Remember when a 

group came at Jesus, armed with stones, he said, 'Uh, guys, I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which 

one of them are you going to stone me?" (just so we're clear). And remember the woman, caught in adultery? The big group of 

accusers pushed her in the center of a circle, made her stand before them, and said, "the Law' commands us to stone her. 

Jesus, what do you say?" Tough scene. Mob scene. Tensions are high. What do you say Jesus? He doesn't say 

anything. He stoops down and starts writing some words in the sand. We don't know what it is that he wrote, but we DO 

know that every single person dropped their stone and walked away, You, who is without sin, cast the first stone. They all left. 

Why do I list all these stories and sayings of Jesus? Because among other characteristics of Jesus, - merciful, forgiving, 

inclusive, the one who seeks justice, heals the sick, feeds the hungry - Our LORD was ALSO shrewd, sharp, and street smart. 

And he encourages us to be, too. 

This is the kind of conversation Jesus is having with his closest disciples today when he's telling them about the 
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'dishonest manager'. He's NOT saying, "be dishonest, embezzle, trick your boss, do whatever you have to do to get ahead." Of 

course, that's a misreading of this text. What he IS saying is 'be WISE, know what you ate doing in this world that values and 

operates in a currency that's very different than ours. 

This parable, on the surface, is about money. No surprise, Jesus talks a lot about money. He talks more about money 

than any other subject. 11 of the 39 parables Jesus tells center around — money. But as we have seen, many other times, Jesus 

is almost never talking the money itself — which after all is just metal or paper, matter, stuff, neither good nor bad. It's the 

VALUE, the allegiance we place on it that gets us in trouble. 

'Toss me a coin' Jesus says — 'Who's image is on this? Caesar's? Then give to Caesar what is Caesar and give to God 

what is God's.' 

Jesus spends so much time  about money, because he's trying to get us see what money represents for us 

— Power, Control, - and what it becomes for us, a focus of our Idolat1Y, and the determiner of our Identity, a sense of our 

Worth. 

And when we begin to think that our wealth means that we are blessed, that we are good, worthy — we become 

greedy for more of that. 

And when we think our lack of wealth means that we are not blessed, that we are not good — then we become 

attached to the idea that we are worthless. 

Today Jesus is talking to his disciples and he tells them a parable, a puzzle, a riddle to think about: 

We've got a rich man, a property owner — who was making lots of loans, earning interest — not supposed to be doing 

that, rich man I— specifically prohibited in the 'l'orah, and he's doing it on the back of the poor. But he's richly blessed, and he's 

concerned because his manager is squandering his property, not turning a good profit by collecting on his debts, So he 

decides to fire his manager. 

The manager now knows he's about to get fired, but he's also really worried because he doesn't have any other skills, 

he can't be a laborer, he doesn't know how, and he doesn't have any friends that he can turn to. 

And we also meet the people who owe the rich man the money. They've been squeezed over their heads in debt, 

trapped in poverty, and they are no friend either to the rich man or his collections guy 

(What will I do?' The manager asks himself. "I’ll cut the debt - the debtors will be relieved, they will think well of the 

landowner, and they'll think well of me. The boss will receive his payment, at least some of it, and something's better than 

nothing, right? And the people will speak well of him tool. Even if I lose my job, at least I'll have a place among the people. 

Win/ win/ win. 

And in the end, the master commends the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; . . , And I tell you, 

Jesus says, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into 

the eternal homes. 

Jesus is not saying "be dishonest, embezzle, trick your boss, skip out on your debt, do whatever you have to do to 

get ahead," He's saying — to all of us — represented here by the rich man, the manager, the debtors — we ALL have 

attachments to money and what it represents to us, and to the ways our identities are caught up in it. 

Cut/ SLASH/ERASE whatever it is that is holding you to 'I'HAT way of thinking - you owe 100, make it 50, you owe 100 

make it 80, make it 01 Rethink whatever it is that controls youl Let it go. THAT is what is to be commended. 

Let go (whether we are 'so-called' rich OR poor), Let go of your attachment to what wealth means for you. Write it 

off, unbind yourself from THAT identity. It's Not who you are. Let it go. It's only money. Your true identity is not that of 

either a miser or a spendthrift. You cannot serve God and -money' Jesus says. And what he means is that whether you have 

money or not, you were made to love and to serve and to give. You are made in the image and likeness of God, you are 

treasured and blessed and known and loved by God. So quit tying your identity up in something that cannot treasure and bless 

and know and love you, Let go of it. Give it away. It's one of the reasons, going back to the earlier stories in Hebrew Scripture, 

that we are asked to GIVE, to God, First Fruits, a tenth of our possessions, and to GIVE ALMS to the poor. So that we 

remember that EVERYIHING we have — EVERYTHING comes from God. It is not from our making — and it's not ours 

to hoard or to squander. It's only money — why are you trying to love it? Rich or poor — why are you letting it define you? 

 So - what do we make of this story where a dishonest manager indiscriminately writes off the debt you owe 

100? Let's make it 50"? What do we make of the ones who owe their debts, but who get away without paying them? And 

what do we make of the rich man who ends up commending the very one who cuts into his profits? It turns out that loving 

Jesus, gentle Jesus, forgiving Jesus, healing Jesus — is also shrewd Jesus, street wise Jesus, telling us this pithy, witty, twisted 

story to help us see how really weird it is that ANY OF US would ever attach our sense of identity and worth to something 

that can't know us or love us, Whatever that thing is for you - let it go. Amen. 


