
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Commitment Sunday 
The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist 
Ministers:  The People of St. John’s 

 

November 17, 2019 
8:00 am and 10:15 am 
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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to enter the open doors of 
our community and warmly embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and embracing true diversity 
is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, undying commitment to 
inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of your cultural background, 
ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or heterosexual identity, 
economic status, physical or cognitive ability – you will not be labeled, singled out 
or excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We 
will be better because you are here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 

 

 
 
You are invited to join us at God’s table in receiving communion and to share 
in our education and formation for all ages, our fellowship and community life, 
and our many service ministries.  
 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by signing 
our Guest Book and/or filling out a salmon colored card found in each pew. 
Place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. We are so pleased that you 
are here and want to do everything we can to help you make the most of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. 
  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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PRELUDE     Variations on “CWN Rhondda”           H. Hopson 
Donna Picken, guest organist 

 

________________________ THE WORD OF GOD _________________________ 
At the ringing of a bell, the people stand 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN (at 10:15) 
 For the fruit of all creation           The Hymnal 1982 (Blue Book), 424 
 

The people remain standing for the procession of the cross 
 

ACCLAMATION            
 

Presider             †Blessed be God: most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity. 

People  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY          Also found in BCP, pg. 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA (spoken at 8:00am and sung at 10:15am) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, 
Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory! 
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Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY          
 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                      Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

For I am about to create new heavens 
and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
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They shall not labor in vain, 
or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- 
and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
but the serpent-- its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God 
 

CANTICLE 9 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in God and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and God will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s Name; 

Make God’s deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that God’s Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for God has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE SECOND LESSON          2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you 
ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did 
not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we 
worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was 
not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example 
to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: 
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are 
living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly 
and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing 
what is right. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL HYMN  

Lord, make us servants of your peace   (music on next page) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                             Luke 21:5-19 

Deacon    †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 
down.’ 
 

They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 
is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for 
many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not 
go after them. 
 

‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to 
them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will 
be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will 
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So 
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 
friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because 
of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will 
gain your souls. 
 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON       The Rev. Dcn. Tim Spannaus 
    

A period of silence is kept 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   from the Iona Community 

The people stand 
 

We believe in God: 
 whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives, 
 whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, 
 whose love was crucified by the evil that wants to enslave us all 
 and whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of  

freedom. 
 

Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and doubting, we trust in God; 
 and, in the Name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, 
 in the service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace, 
 to care for the earth and to share the common wealth of God’s  

goodness, to live in the freedom of forgiveness 
 and the power of the Spirit of love; 
And in the company of the faithful, to be the Church, for the glory of  

God. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People         New Zealand Prayer Book pgs. 413-414 
 

Deacon Gracious God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son. Therefore, in confidence and trust we offer our prayers to you: 

 

Leader God of love, enliven the Church for its mission 
People  That we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
 

God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others. 
That all may act with integrity and courage. 
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God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, especially 
Bruce, Emily, Phillip, Greg, Gloria, Janet, Pam, Bob, Nancy, Richard, Halsey, Barbara, 
Kathy, Joyce, Toni, Joey, Sandor, Martha, Rachel, Linda, and those we now name either 
silently or aloud _________. May we be a source of love and strength to them.  
May they know the power of your healing love. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, especially 
Matthai Kappiel Thomas, and those we now name, either silently or aloud _________.  
We pray also for those whose faith is known to you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 
 

Loving God, more fully open our hearts with gratitude and generosity.  
May your Holy Spirit guide our lives in service to God’s mission for St. John’s. 
 

Bountiful God, we are grateful for the abundance of treasure and abilities with which 
you have blessed us. Continually fuel our desire to joyfully share these blessings for the 
good of our St. John’s community and all of our neighbors. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Presider  O God, our loving creator and giver of all good gifts: bless our parish, 
strengthen our faith, and grant us the continued spirit of Christian 
stewardship so that we may share your kingdom here in our church, in our 

  community and throughout the world. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God. 
 

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 opposing your will in our lives. 
 We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and 

in the world you have created. 
 

 We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 
   and the evil done on our behalf. 
 

 Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus 
Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.  
Amen. 
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Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, †forgive you all your sins   
  through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  
  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The people stand as they are able 
 

Presider     The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People        And also with you.  
 

The peace is exchanged among the people. 
The people are seated. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE              
 

Oblation bearers bring forward the gifts of bread and wine on behalf of the congregation.  
8:00am - Gifts of pledges and offerings may be placed in collection baskets at the steps of the altar. 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC          First Song of Isaiah  Jack Noble White 
Soloists, David Graves and Will Wittig 

 

10:15am At the Presentation Hymn, all stand. The ushers present our gifts at the altar. 
The Eucharistic ministers join the clergy to prepare for Eucharist.  
 

Stewardship Sunday – Making our “Pledges”  
 

After the Offertory Anthem, please bring your “pledge cards” forward (Affirming our 
Welcome: Building in Faith Capital Campaign commitments and/or 2020 Annual 
Stewardship Campaign financial commitment to St. John’s), as well as our offerings 
for today, fand place them in the large basket in the front of the church. These 
pledges will be blessed today as signs and symbols of our thanksgiving and gratitude 
to God for all that we are, all that we have, and all that we are called to do through 
this congregation.  
 

Pledge cards can also be placed in the offering plate the ushers bring to the congregation.  
 

Blank pledge cards and envelopes are available in the pews and on the table in the narthex/entry way.  
 

If you are not able to complete your pledge card today, please mail it to the church, drop it off in the church 
during the week, or bring it next Sunday.   
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PRESENTATION HYMN  

 

____________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST  _____________________ 

Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, God Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
We give thanks for your son, Jesus Christ, our great priest, 
who offered himself for us, who opened for us a new and living way into your 
presence, and who writes your laws on our hearts. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS    
 

Presider and People (spoken at 8:00am)           
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider and People (sung at 10:15am)   
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 

Presider and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Presider continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
God of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
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†Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/FRACTION ANTHEM 

Presider   These are the gifts of God  
People              And we are the people of God.  
Presider   Behold who you are. Become what you receive.  
 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar 
seeking Christ will be welcomed. The bread used for Holy Eucharist at St. John’s is Gluten 
Free. If you are unable to come to the altar, but desire Communion, please notify an usher.   
 

St. John’s youth (6th-12th grade) are the first to receive communion, and then leave immediately 
following Eucharist to meet with their leaders. All youth are invited to participate – you are very 
welcome here!  
 

Healing - Those who would like prayers for healing may go to the healing station in the west 
transept for prayers during communion. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS (at 10:15am)    
 

    O Christ, the Word Incarnate  The Hymnal 1982 (Blue Book), 632 
 

    Where cross the crowded ways of life      The Hymnal 1982 (Blue Book), 609 
 

The people stand on the last verse of the hymn. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN (10:15 only)  

 

     Earth and all stars             The Hymnal 1982 (Blue Book), 412 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

The people face the deacon. 
 

Deacon       Let us go forth into the world  
                             rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People       Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE   Processional in C    H. Hopson 
Donna Picken, guest organist 
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Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

In loving memory of her great-grandparents 
Fred and Ida Packard 

 

And her aunt 
Rosemary Smith 

 

And her nephew 
R.J. Field 

 

By Shelley Baker 
 

 
We welcome your participation and contributions to this ministry. If you would like to have a thanksgiving or memorial 

placed in the bulletin, please contact Barbara Moran at 248-224-3550 or barbaramoran79@gmail.com. 
The suggested minimum donation is $25.00. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Thank you from the Capital Campaign Celebration Committee 
 

On behalf of co-chairs Mary Fairman and Linda and Chuck Tucker, we would 
initially like to thank our committee: Bette Ann and Paul Wright, Anna 
Youngblood, Ricky Marinco, Sue Tower, Chris Moran, Paulynn Auger, and 
Allyson Frank for all the work they put into making the Celebration Luncheon a 
success. We would also like to thank Tim Morgan for hanging the overhead 
lights; Marie Donigan for painting the area outside the elevator and for the wall 
decorations; Beth Bingham for the Italian music; and Holly McNeal and our 
authentic Italian Youth Servers. Most of all, we would like to thank everyone 
who helped with set-up on Saturday and clean-up on Sunday. We were 
overwhelmed with the number of people who helped and how smoothly 
everything went. We wish we could acknowledge each on individually, but do 
not want to take the chance of missing someone. To ALL who helped: 
THANK YOU! 
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Ministers of Today’s Service 
Rector    The Rev. Beth Taylor 
Associate Priest  The Rev. Elizabeth Bingham 
Deacon    The Rev. Dcn. Tim Spannaus 

 

8:00 AM 
Acolyte    Brian Craft 
1st Lector  Ann Johnson 
Psalm    Ann Johnson 
2nd Lector               Rosemary Spatafora 
Prayers of the People  Rosemary Spatafora 
Eucharistic Minister   Peg Coury 
Healing Minister         Mark Jones 
Greeter                          Joey Spano 

 

10:15 AM 
Music Director Donna Picken, Brynn Ward 
Acolytes Carol Aaron, Ian Babcock, Griffin Bruns  
1st Lector Ian Babcock 
Psalm Askari Asante 
2nd Lector Bernadette Beach 
Prayers of the People Mary Adams 
Eucharistic Ministers Askari Asante, Woodie Adams, Sandy Curtis, Barbara Heath, 

Mark Miliotto,  
Healing Ministers Barbara Jones, Kevin McLogan 

Ushers Gregg Barnett, Bruce Donigan, Cheryl Donigan, Richard 
LeJeune, Lynne Muth, Chuck Tucker, Linda Tucker 

Greeter    Carolyn Darling and India Darling 
Verger/MC Dan Martin 

 

Others Ministering Today 
Altar Guild Martie Falconer, Joyce Morey 
Bread Baker Jelane Richardson 
Opener    Dennis Spatafora  
Closer    Nick Swan 
Tellers Jen Bruns, Keith Freeman 
Flower Ministry Presley Varghese, Sheeba Zacharia 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 248-546-1255 www.stjohnsroyaloak.org 

 


