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Survey about Music at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak 
 
 
 
 

114 
Responses 

07:54 
Average time to complete 

 

 
 
 

1. Which Sunday morning worship service at St. John’s do you usually attend? 
 
 

 
8:00 am 19 

10:15 am 85 

Both (I switch back and forth f… 8 

 
 

2. How long have you attended worship services at St. John's? 
 
 

Less than 1 year 4 

Between 1 and 5 years 38 

Between 6 and 10 years 12 

Between 11 and 20 years 24 

More than 20 years 35 

 
3. Considering ALL the aspects of the worship life at St. John's (formation/learning, 

sacraments,fellowship) what place of importance does music have in your spirituality? 
 
 

Music is EXTREMELY IMPORTA… 45 

Music is VERY IMPORTANT to … 44 

Music is MODERATELY IMPOR… 18 

Music is SLIGHTLY IMPORTAN… 5 

Music is NOT AT ALL IMPORT… 1 
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4. Which of the following religious backgrounds describes you best? 
 
 
 

I was raised in the Episcopalia… 42 

I was raised in the Lutheran, … 15 

I was raised in the Roman Cat… 40 

I was raised in the Evangelical … 2 

I was raised in the Baptist, Pen… 3 

I was raised in a faith tradition… 10 

I was not raised in any faith tr… 0 

 
 

5. How does each musical style/genre resonate with YOU personally? 
 
 
 

Extremely valued by me Very valued by me Moderately valued by me Slightly valued by me 

Not at all valued by me 

 

Solemn Church music (chanted Psalms, Canticles, 
Trisagion, “High Church”) ex. “Holy Immortal One,… 

 
Traditional Anglican hymns and service music (1982 
Hymnal with organ) ex. “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God… 

 
Contemporary Roman Catholic hymns and service 
music ex. “Be not afraid,” “Here I am (I the Lord of se… 

 
Call and Response, Folk songs, songs from camp ex. 
“Halala-le-luia,” “I’ve got peace like a river,” “Open m… 

 
Taize ex. “Bless the Lord, my soul,” “Come and fill our 
hearts with your peace” “Jesus, remember me when… 

 
African American hymns and spirituals ex. “Were you 
there when they crucified my Lord?”, “Precious Lord,… 

 
American Protestant hymns ex. “Amazing Grace,” “How 
great thou art,” “Shall we gather at the river” 

 
Praise music (Christian rock/pop inspired) ex. “Lord 
prepare me to be a Sanctuary,” "Lord, I lift your nam… 

 
Contemporary sacred music, such as found in 
“Wonder, Love and Praise” (the Green Book) and… 
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6. Other musical style/genre not listed here 
 
 

24 
Responses 

 

 
 

7. When YOU think about Music Leadership/a Music Director at St. John's, what do you MOST 
appreciate and value? 

 
 
 

Extremely important Very important Moderately important Slightly important Not at all important 
 

Someone who can direct music well and develop the 
strengths of the choir and musicians at St John's. 

 
Someone who can teach and lead the congregation in 
song 

Someone who can play our organ well 

Someone who can compose and arrange music, 
adding to the richness of the service by creating mu… 

 
Someone who can develop and lead a children's music 
program. 

 
Someone who understands scripture and the theology 
of St. John's Episcopal Church and can select music… 

 
Someone who works well with Clergy and liturgical 
teams to design vibrant, cohesive, meaningful worsh… 

 
Someone who is inclusive and encouraging in 
recruiting and reaching out to vocalists and… 

 
 
 

8. If St. John's were able to add an element to our music program, what would you like to see 
added? 

 

55 
Responses 
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9. Think about a time when the music at St. John's really moved/inspired you (perhaps a choir 
anthem, a soloist/instrumentalist, something played on the organ, a hymn you were singing with 
others)? In what way did it connect so deeply with you? 

 
 

73 
Responses 

 

 
 

10. Are there any other comments that you would like to make about the music at St. John's that 
have not been asked about? 

 
 

47 
Responses 

 
 

 

See next page for summary of  questions  6, 
8, 9, 10



 

 

The open ended questions give an opportunity to respond in ways the survey writers did not 
anticipate or that may represent individual points of view. I encourage you to read through the 
responses.  

 
 
I identified certain themes in the open ended questions. You may see others. 

 
● Desire for greater variety of music. Several styles listed. 
● Desire for more instrumental music, with and without organ 
● Appreciate music at 8:00; Cheri Whalen acknowledged 
● Like having a cantor to lead congregational singing 
● Some think the organ is too loud; drowns out the choir 
● Appreciate the summer music; many talented members 
● Thanks for asking - liked having the opportunity to complete the survey 
● Value children’s choir 
● Would like more upbeat music 
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