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5th Sunday after the Epiphany, 2/10/19     The Rev. Beth Taylor 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak  
 

Luke 5:1-11 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two 
boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When 
he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had done this, they caught 
so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on 
you will be catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

 

If you take any single story in the Bible – that has a beginning, a middle and an end – there is much to be learned 
from it. And because we believe that our scripture is the Living Word, it has meaning and life, new understandings for 
us, each time we encounter it. It intersects with us as individuals, and as communities, and it speaks to us in our context 
in very unique and specific ways.  

But if we read the Scripture as a whole – from beginning to end (rather than stories) – we start to see themes that 
emerge, ‘meta-narratives’ we sometimes call them, the BIG overarching messages that weave throughout all of scripture, 
the big patterns about encounters with God and God’s people. And there are only a very few of them.  

We are very lucky today, because in this one story – this little slice of life – a story about Jesus encountering 
Simon (Peter) and James and John – the fishermen – after a long day of fishing – we see at least three of these BIG 
OVERARCHING PATTERNS or ‘meta-narratives’ – in one single story! And so we’ll find them together.  

But first I want to tell you a story.  
Our first child was born premature – at 32 weeks – and so his first few weeks of life he was attached to tubes 

and monitors, and had 24 hour care from a two very skilled nurses. The day nurse was a big-hearted no-nonsense woman 
named Erin. We got to know her really well, and we trusted her with everything. When bells or beeps would go off, she 
would reassure us and adjust something here or there, and would make everything seem so routine.  

Of course we held our baby, and fed him with assistance, and consulted with doctors every day, and loved him 
with all our hearts, but we hadn’t gotten used to the every day, routine, day in and day out care of a him. I would sit 
down, in a big ‘kangaroo’ chair, they called it, to have precious time with our son, and Erin would gently, gently, gently 
disconnect him from this cord or that for a moment, and then place him, gently, into my arms, and everything felt so 
fragile and tender, and quiet. And most of those first few weeks of Gianni’s life were like that – where we just stood 
somewhere between worry and gratitude for modern medicine and awe at the resiliency his little life.  

And then it was time to take him home. Sheer terror! We can’t take care of him! What if something goes wrong! 
We don’t know how to do anything. We don’t even know how much he’s supposed to eat or when, and we don’t even 
know how to give him a bath!  

‘Nonsense,’ Erin said. ‘He won’t break’– she laughed, and she picked him up like he was a good sized 
cantaloupe, and put him right under a faucet and scrubbed him, dried him, diapered and dressed him in one minute flat – 
with one hand! ‘You’ve got to keep your other hand free for important things,’ she laughed – as she typed notes into a 
computer and turned monitors off and one, and then handed the baby to me. ‘Now you do it!’ 

‘I can’t!’, I pleaded quietly. ‘Nonsense!’ She said, with encouragement. And she stood back to watch me. She gave 
us guidance and little yep’s and uh-huh’s and pats on the back every step of the way. ‘At some point’– she said, ‘you just 
gotta do it. And he’ll tell you what he likes and doesn’t like, and you’ll figure it out together. He won’t break.’  

And he didn’t – break. And the thing is we did bathe him – in a clumsy way – and we were terrified, and we took 
him home – and we were terrified – but we did figure it out – together.  

Now, what does a story about learning how to bathe a baby have to do with the spiritual life?  
Well – in each of our lives – like a new born baby – at times WE are completely vulnerable. At stages of our 

lives, places in our spiritual development, even as we approach the end of our lives – we find ourselves in periods where 
we are the infants, novices, beginners, beginning again.  
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And like the parents in this story – even if you have never been a parent – we ALL of us at times are faced with 
something – responsibilities, circumstances, places in our spiritual lives – where we feel helpless and afraid – bereft of 
any knowledge of what to do next. “I can’t do it”.  

And in this story about Jesus – this small little slice of his life with three of his disciples: Peter (also called Simon) 
and James and John (who were fisherman) - he gives us a pattern, and pattern for how to approach such times.  

The scripture says, “Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 
on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them 
and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore.” 

Look for a pattern in Jesus. He doesn’t ask permission or give any explanation. He just steps inside the boat.  
Jesus seems to be saying to the fisherman, and to us – ‘Put yourself in physical and emotional and spiritual 

proximity to what it is that you long for. That doesn’t mean that we get everything we want, but we have to put ourselves 
in the proximity to receive it – Just get in the boat. 

The fishermen are tired – it’s the end of the day, they’ve caught nothing, they are washing their nets, putting 
them away, which we can only imagine is quite a process.  

But Jesus – steps in the boat. . .. ‘Yes – I know you don’t feel like you have anything left – I know you don’t 
think you can, but I want you to orient yourself in the direction of what it is you long for –whatever it is. Just get in the 
boat.” 

Now Jesus is in the boat and out a little ways in the water, and next Jesus says to Simon Peter, ‘Go into the deep 
water.”  "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." 

What? Peter asks. "Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. I can’t do it! There’s nothing 
out there. “I can’t do it. – I can’t do that.”  

Peter is just like us. Sometimes we get stuck, or paralyzed by fear, or just more comfortable with what it is we 
know, and so we want to stay on the shore.  

But Jesus seems to be saying, if we don’t go – if we don’t step out, we will stay stuck, and paralyzed, and we will 
end up giving up the unknown for the safety we have at the shore or wading in the shallow end.   

But what we don’t realize is that there is also goodness to be found in the deep end.  
But we don’t receive if because we don’t go.  
And we don’t go because we don’t think we can.  
But we don’t catch any fish because we don’t go fishing.  
Jesus says – put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch. You can do it!  
So get in the boat, go out to the deep water, and put down your nets.  
And so Simon Peter does.  
He puts down the nets – in the deep water – after not catching anything, after coming to shore and putting 

everything away, at the end of the day, tired, depleted, maybe ashamed, but when he goes out into the deep water – he 
catches so many fish that the nets begin to break! So they signal their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink!  

At what they receive, Peter and James and John are AMAZED, the scripture says. They can’t believe it. Because 
they were expecting so little. Because they were expecting nothing.  

And they found so much that they needed help to receive it. And yes they were amazed, but they were also 
scared by the blessing. And we all know what that feels like – to be a little bit scared of the blessings we receive. Because 
they take us to new places.  

And to this, Jesus speaks the same words said by prophets, and angels to countless others who received news of 
what was to come. “Do not be afraid.” Go! beyond everything you know! And the God who loves you, will bless you 
and keep you and will always be there with you. You can do it.  

So whatever it is that you are facing, whatever it is that you are afraid of leaving behind, or afraid of beginning, 
however vulnerable or helpless or afraid you feel, you have been given a word, a pattern, a map, and a blessing. And it 
sounds like this:  

Get in the boat 
Go out into the deep water 
Put down your nets 
Receive what will come 
And do not be afraid. Amen.  
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