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St. John’s Welcome Statement 

 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you 
be a part of our community and warmly embraces 
you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting 

and embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a 
firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: 
regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are 
here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 
 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by filling out 
a Visitor Register at the sign-in table or emailing the office later this week 
(office@stjohnro.org). You may also call or text the clergy at 248-721-4325 so 
that we may follow up with you, and answer any questions you have about St. 
John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to 
help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for 
your spiritual journey. 

  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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PRELUDE             Meditation        John Marsh 

Steve McGhee, organ 

THE WORD OF GOD 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins. 

ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider  †Blessed be God, the Holy and life giving Trinity. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE  Crown him with many crowns 
The Hymnal 1982, 494 v. 1 

Brynn Ward, soprano 

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own; 
awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY            

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

O God of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit 
to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LESSON           Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us 
and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So 
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show 
us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they 
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 1 

1  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
 nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2  Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
 and on this law they meditate day and night. 

3  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
 bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
 everything they do shall prosper. 

4  It is not so with the wicked; * 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
 but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                        Luke 24:44-53 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and 
they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
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Deacon    The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                  The Rev. Beth Taylor 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       (based on various biblical texts) 

We believe in one God 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit; 

the one, true and living God, 

worthy to receive glory and honor and praise. 

God created all things, 

by God’s will they existed and were created. 

We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; 

all things came into being through him. 

He is the image of the invisible God 

the firstborn of all creation. 

In him all things in heaven and on earth were created. 

Christ is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 

Being in the form of God, he emptied himself, 

he took the form of a servant, and was born in human likeness. 

Being found in human form, he humbled himself 

even to death on a cross. 

Jesus died and rose again, according to the Scriptures: 

through the resurrection, so all will be made alive in Christ. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

Who gives us the power to live in the freedom of forgiveness. 

Thanks be to God who gathers us into one Body of Christ, 

to love and serve one another and all creation, for the glory of God. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Deacon      As we wait for the Lord Jesus to come, let us pray for all who thirst and 
desire the water of life. 

Leader 

For the holy churches in every place, and all who enter a life of faith. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For Bonnie, our bishop; for Beth and Tim, our clergy; and for all the many lay 
people who minister in Christ in this church and through their families, workplaces 
and communities, and for all the holy people of God. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  

For this nation, and the leaders of all nations and all in authority, and especially for 
people in war torn and despairing places, especially Jerusalem, Columbia, and 
Colorado Springs. We pray for those in every generation who work for freedom 
and make peace in our world. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God.  

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, and their families; 
especially Scott, Greg, Gloria, Jackie, Sandor, Kathy, Alex, Toni, Martha, Bob, Mary 
Ann, Barbara, Edward, Jeff, Sally, Donna, Nancy, Marsha, Clyde, Elissa, and those 
we now name either silently or aloud________; For the lonely, for the hungry, and 
for victims of oppression, that mercy and compassion may transform their sorrow 
into joy. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For an end to bigotry, discrimination, and the hardness of heart which excludes 
others. Give us gifts of humility and generosity of spirit to recognize the face of 
Christ in all people, and to practice his commandment to “love one another” as he 
loves us. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

In thanksgiving for the 25th year anniversary of Tim Spannaus as a deacon.  We pray 
for all those preparing for baptism, especially Gabby and Hannah. We pray for 
those who are graduating and beginning new ventures, especially Griffin, Gabrielle 
and Autumn. For ourselves, our families, and those we love, and especially for 
those worshipping with us for the first time. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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We pray for the St. John’s Vestry, for all in leadership, and for burgeoning 
ministries in this congregation.  Give us all the courage and strength to nurture and 
pursue ideas, and to attend to those things you are calling us to do. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For those who rest in Christ, and for all the dead. For those whose witness has 
strengthened and encouraged us; especially those whom we now 
name___________; and for those who have died who are known to you alone. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Remembering Mary the God bearer, John the Evangelist, and all the saints, let us 
offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 

Presider      Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you do infinitely more for us than we 
can ask or imagine: Hear our prayers for all your people and gather us in 
the embrace of your abundant and life-giving Spirit. Glory to you for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
People  And also with you.   

The peace is exchanged in place among the people. 

OFFERTORY  

In thanksgiving for all that we have and all that we are, and in gratitude for the 
mission, ministry and fellowship offered through St. John’s, let us give with 
generous hearts.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
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OFFERTORY MUSIC   And have the bright immensities 
The Hymnal 1982, 459 

 And have the bright immensities 
 received our risen Lord, 
 where light-years frame the Pleiades 
 and point Orion’s sword? 
 Do flaming suns his footsteps trace 
 through corridors sublime, 
 the Lord of interstellar space 
 and Conqueror of time? 
  

 The heaven that hides him from our sight 
 knows neither near nor far; 
 an altar candle sheds its light 
 as surely as a star: 
 and where his loving people meet 
 to share the gift divine, 
 there stands he with unhurrying feet; 
 there heavenly splendors shine. 
 

___________________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST  ________________________ 
Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Presider continues 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you are the Lord of wonderful deeds 
who fills the earth with mercy, justice and love. 
You created the world and all that live there;  
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We give thanks for your Son, Jesus, 
who you carried up into heaven 
and seated at your right hand 
so that he might be everywhere present, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS    

Presider and People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
†Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Presider  

We remember that on the night before he died for us, 
Jesus was at table with his friends.  
He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
this is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

We give thanks, gracious God, for all that you have done for your people. Pour 
out your Spirit on us and on all your gifts,  
that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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†We pray you, Gracious God, in this Easter season, 
to renew the light of creation within us. 
Show us, O God, that hunger may be ended, justice done, 
mercy given, bread broken, and peace and understanding shared among all your 
people. 

All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
All honor and glory are yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Presider 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/FRACTION ANTHEM 

Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Presider   These are the gifts of God.  
And we are the people of God.  

 Presider  Behold who you are. Become what you receive. 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar seeking 
Christ will be welcomed.  

COMMUNION MUSIC (at 10:30am) 
 One bread, one body       Lift Every Voice and Sing II, 151 

  One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 
  one cup of blessing which we bless. 
  And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
  We are one body in this one Lord. 
   

 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
  woman or man, no more. 
  One Lord. 
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  Refrain 
   

 Many the gifts, many the works, 
  one in the Lord of all. 
  One Lord. 
   

  Refrain 
   

 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
  gathered to one for all. 
  One Lord. 
   

  Refrain 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The people stand as they are able and pray together. 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

The people are seated. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 

Go out into the world; 
and in your words and in your lives 
bear witness to the Christ who has ascended 
to be everywhere present. 
And may the blessing of God: 
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Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit; 
be with you this day, and remain with you for ever.  
Amen.  

DISMISSAL  

The people face the Deacon. 

Deacon Alleluia! Alleluia! Go forth with the Risen Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE     Fanfare: Gopsal      arr. David Willcocks 
 

 

Ministers of Today’s Service 

Presider  The Rev. Beth Taylor 
Deacon  The Ven. Tim Spannaus 
Musicians Dr. Steven McGhee, Brynn Ward 
Tech Team Chris Bosley, Holly McNeal, Mark Miliotto, Chris Moran, 

Tim Spannaus, Mark Valenti, Will Wittig 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations, Class of 2021! If you or a family member is graduating this 
year (from high school, college, graduate school, etc.) please email 
office@stjohnro.org with their name, school, and address so that we can 
celebrate them on Senior Sunday on June 13, send them congratulatory 
greetings from St. John's through our Card Ministry and include them in 
upcoming announcements to our parish. So good! 
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