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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 

Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to 
enter the open doors of our community and warmly 
embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and 

embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, 
undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of 
your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or 
heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive ability – you will not 
be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, 
embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are here.  
 
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by emailing the 
office later this week (office@stjohnro.org) or by calling or texting one of the clergy 
at 248-721-4325 so that we can follow up with you and answer any questions you 
have about St. John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything 
we can to help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources 
for your spiritual journey. 
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PRELUDE           Be Still    Ashley Grote 
Steve McGhee, organ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

ACCLAMATION    

Presider     Arise, shine, for your Light has come. 
People  And the glory of God has dawned upon us.  
Presider †Blessed be God, the Holy and life giving Trinity. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE     The people who in darkness walked  
The Hymnal 1982, 126, v. 1 

Steve McGhee, organ; Brynn Ward, soprano 

The people who in darkness walked 
have seen a glorious light; 
on them broke forth the heavenly dawn 
who dwelt in death and night. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY    Also found in Prayers for an Inclusive Church, pg. 48 

Lord of time fulfilled, who was not born an angel but walked the common earth: 
with those you called by the lakeside may we share your mission to bring good news 
to all, to let the world know that God is among us; through Jesus Christ, the one 
who reigns. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON         Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah 
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh 
was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into 
the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed 
a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it. 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 62:6-13 

6   For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
  truly, my hope is in God. 

7   God alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
  my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

8   In God is my safety and my honor; * 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9   Put your trust in God always, O people, * 
  pour out your hearts before God, who is our refuge. 

10  Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
  even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
  all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
   though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
  that power belongs to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL           Mark 1:14-20 
 

Deacon    †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him. 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON            The Rev. Beth Taylor 
 

A period of silence is kept 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Deacon In the Spirit of God, who searches the heart, knows our deepest needs, 
and calls us to follow the Christ, let us pray for the Church, the world, 
and all who yearn for Christ’s healing. 

Leader O God, inspire our minds with a vision of your kingdom in this time and 
place.Touch our hearts, that we may discern the mission to which you call 
us. 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader Touch our hands that we may each accomplish the work you give us to 
do; to feed the hungry, clothe the needy, and welcome all to a place of 
belonging. 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 
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Leader Touch our feet, that we may take your Good News into our 
neighborhoods, communities and the world; 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader We offer our prayers and thanksgivings for the gift of the people of St. 
John’s. Guide us in our ministries, and give us strength and wisdom to 
nurture, tend, and grow with them. 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, especially 
Scott, Greg, Gloria, Sandor, Kathy, Alex, Toni, Scout, Martha, Bob, Mary 
Ann, Barbara, and Anthony; for all prisoners, captives, and their families, 
the hungry, homeless, and oppressed. 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader For the dying and the dead. 
People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader For ourselves, our families, and those we love. 
People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader Bless all who draw near that together we may experience the transforming 
love of Christ in our lives. 

People  Hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Leader Remembering Mary, the Godbearer; Andrew, Peter, James and John; and 
all the saints who followed you; let us offer ourselves and one another to 
the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 

Presider  God of mystery, who continues to call us to follow your Son, hear the 
prayers of your people and keep us ready always to serve as prophets and 
apostles of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The peace is exchanged in place among the people 
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OFFERTORY  

In thanksgiving for all that we have and all that we are, and in gratitude for the 
mission, ministry and fellowship offered through St. John’s, let us give with 
generous hearts.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
 

HYMN  I have decided to follow Jesus  
Lift Every Voice and Sing II, 136 

Steve McGhee, piano; Brynn Ward, soprano 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
No turning back, no turning back. 

The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
No turning back, no turning back. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 

DISMISSAL              
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world  
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates/Truro 
arr. Rebecca te Velde 

Steve McGhee, organ 
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Pennies for Epiphany is an important tradition at St. John’s and this year, as with 
many of our traditions, we have had to figure out a new way of doing it.  

Instead of bringing your change to church, we are asking everyone to collect their 
change at home, and at the end of Epiphany count it up and send a check to St. 
John’s for the amount you have collected with a note in the memo stating it is for 
Pennies for Epiphany. Or you can make an online donation in the amount you 
collected and make a memo it is for Pennies for Epiphany.  

When we know how much has been collected, the Sunday School children will meet 
on Zoom to decide what kind of animals to buy for people through Episcopal Relief 
and Development.  
 
 

Ministers of Today’s Service 
Presider    The Rev. Beth Bingham 
Preacher    The Rev. Beth Taylor 
Deacon    The Ven. Tim Spannaus 
Musicians   Dr. Steven McGhee, Brynn Ward 
Readers    Bob Davis, Bruce Donigan, Cindy Fellner,  

Hannah Mathes, Linda Watkins 
Tech Team   Steve McGhee, Holly McNeal, Mark Miliotto, 

Chris Moran, Tim Spannaus, Will Wittig 
 

  

St. John’s Annual Meeting 
 
On Sunday, January 31, 2021, immediately following our online worship 
service at 10am we will have our Annual Meeting (also online on Zoom).  
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend! 

• You will be electing five new vestry members. Information about each of 
the candidates are on the website, e-newsletter, and Facebook. 

• You will be electing three lay people who (along with the clergy) will 
attend the Diocesan Convention in October 2021 to represent St. John’s.  
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With Thanks 

Pledged gifts help the Vestry create and adhere to a 2021 budget for staff, programs, and outreach. With those estimates, we will be able to plan 
for St. John’s mission and ministry with confidence. Stewardship is not limited to financial pledges; it is also the commitment of time, ministry 
team participation, and volunteering that we offer to God through the church. The following households have made ‘pledges’ for the coming 
year* Thank you for your participation. *This list is current as of Wednesday, January 20. It will be updated again in the next bulletin. Pledge 
cards are available in the church, in the office, or can be mailed to you by request.  

Carol Aaron 
James & Mary Adams 
Safyan Afzal & Robert Stevens 
Kris Avery & Bob Gibb & family 
Rachel Andrews & Kathleen Battles 
Anonymous 
Askari Asante 
Paulynn Auger 
Krystn Aversa 
Charles & Shelley Baker 
Gregg & Denise Barnett & family 
Jennifer Bartleman & family 
Bernadette Beach 
Kris & Paul Beckett 
Greg & Terri Bennett & family 
Elin Betanzo & family 
Beth Bingham 
George Blair 
Rosalie Boerkoel 
Christopher Bosley 
Mary & Andy Boyle & family 
Dayton & Stasi Brown 
Scott & Jennifer Bruns & family 
Gloria Brown & Kathy Kustowski 
Christine Carline 
Brad & Elizabeth Carter & family 
Janet Clark 
Erica Clites 
William & Meredith Cousins 
Jamiel Dado & Elizabeth Isakson-Dado & family 
Peg Coury & Lisa Dion 
Janet & Clarence Craft 
Sandra Curtis 
Carolyn Darling 
Ann Davis 
Chris Davis & Lonnie Shelton 
Bob Davis & Linda Watkins 
Heather & Mike DiNunzio 
Bruce & Cheryl Donigan 
Marie Donigan & Kevin McLogan 
Leesa & Keith Elkins & family 
Ellen Ehrlich & Linda Northcraft 
Bernadette Ethridge 
Mary & Steve Fairman 
H. Michael Falconer 
Martie Falconer 
Cheryl Fehan 
Cynthia K. Fellner 
Allyson Frank 
Keith & Anjela Freeman & family 
Wanda Gardner 
Aubrey Garfield 
Dale & Barbara Gilbertson 

Greg Gmerek 
Gail Gordon 
Veronica Griffith 
Diana Graor 
Barbara Heath 
Richard Heide 
Cathy Holcomb 
Dave & Nancy Horner 
Waymon & Maedell Howard 
Jeffernell Howcott 
Gregory Jacoby 
Stephen & Patricia Johnston 
Barbara Jones 
Mark Jones & Jessica Worden-Jones 
Elaine Kapelanski 
Barbara & James Karchon 
Pete & Maureen Kelly 
Barbara Killinger 
Mary Kimber 
Sandor Kiss 
Kelle & Erik Kornmiller & family 
Ray & Diana Kwiatkowski 
Lynne Lambert 
Robert Lazich 
Maryann LeComb & Kathy Stricker 
Richard Le Jeune 
Jill Lowing 
Barbara Lugger 
Melanie & Ned Macey & family 
Dan & Lisa Machesky & family 
Kelly Mankin & Michael Tonda 
Heidi & Rob Mapley & family 
Ricky A. Marinco 
Daniel Martin 
Sharon Martin 
Elizabeth Masserang & Cara Gonzalez 
Connie Maszatics & Sharon Williams 
Brian and Holly McNeal & family 
Mark Miliotto & Beth Taylor & family 
Deborah Miracle 
Joyce Morey 
Barbara & Chris Moran 
Lee Ann & Tim Morgan 
Mary Ann Morrow 
Lynne Muth 
Bob & Trudy Nagaj 
Gary & Kelly Neighbors 
Cynthia & Bill Nixon 
Therese Nottingham 
Lisa Oakes & family 
John Oginsky & family 
Dave Ortopan 
Scout Osborn & Kris Sprague 

Collette Pariseau & Tim Spannaus 
Janice Pedersen 
Lisa Phillips 
Anne Marie Piwonski & Maria Walter 
Mark Poston 
JoAnna Prudden 
Mozhgon Rajaee 
Jelane Richardson & family 
Judith Ann Robbins 
Marilyn Robinson 
Bruce Robson 
Ann Ruggirello & Marsha Tuck 
Liz Ryan & Alycsa Valentine 
Roberta Schillag 
Christy & Colin Scott & family 
Charles & Christine Sharp 
Martha Shea 
Jennifer Smigielski & family 
Deborah & Jackie Smith  
Joey Spano 
Jackie Speer 
Dennis & Rosemary Spatafora 
Nicole & Andy Stewart & family 
Angela Stough 
Nick & Kristen Swan & family 
Elizabeth Swanchara 
Allison & Russell Sykes & family 
Gregory & Jennifer Taub & family 
Melissa Thompson & family 
Barbara Thornton 
Beth & Perry Threatt & family 
John & Sue Tower 
Chris & Susan Trebilcock & family 
Sara Troyer & family 
Charles & Linda Tucker 
John & Val Tucker 
Mark & Becky Valenti 
Presley Varghese & Sheeba Zacharia 
Bob Walsh 
Bill & Kate Weide 
Bob & Mary Beth Weigel 
Carl Weiler & James Whipple 
Cheri Whalen 
Kathy Whyard 
Kari Wilson & family 
Timi & Will Wittig & family 
Jennifer Wofford & family 
Bette Ann & Paul Wright 
Daniel & Chris Wright-Cuschieri & family 
Caleb & Anna Youngblood & Family 
Tamra Zakar & family 
 

 


