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St. John’s Welcome Statement 

 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you 
be a part of our community and warmly embraces 
you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting 

and embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a 
firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: 
regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are 
here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 
 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by filling out 
a Visitor Register at the sign-in table or emailing the office later this week 
(office@stjohnro.org). You may also call or text the clergy at 248-721-4325 so 
that we may follow up with you and answer any questions you have about St. 
John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to 
help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for 
your spiritual journey. 

  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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OPENING HYMN  God of grace, and God of glory 
The Hymnal 1982 594, vv. 1, 4 

 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on thy people pour thy power; 

 crown thine ancient Church’s story; 

 bring her bud to glorious flower. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 for the facing of this hour. 

 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of thy salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving thee whom we adore. 
 

________________________ THE WORD OF GOD _________________________ 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins. 

ACCLAMATION               
  

Presider             †Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People                You come to your people and set them free. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE 
     How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise!  

The Hymnal 1982 532, v. 1 

 How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise! 

 How just, King of saints, and true are thy ways! 

 O who shall not fear thee, and honor thy Name? 

 Thou only art holy, thou only supreme. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY            

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think 
those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE LESSON            2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — “I 
believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that 
the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us 
with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing 
us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what 
can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal. 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 138  

1   I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2   I will bow down toward your holy temple 
and praise your name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 

3   For you have glorified your name * 
and your word above all things. 
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4   When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

5   All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

6   They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 
that great is the glory of the LORD. 

7   The LORD is high, yet the LORD cares for the lowly; * 
and perceives the haughty from afar. 

8   Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
your right hand shall save me. 

9   O LORD, you will make good his purpose for me; * 
O LORD, your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of your hands. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                         Mark 3:20-35 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even 
eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 
demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can 
Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to 
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, 
but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder 
his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be 
plundered. . .  

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother 
and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are 
my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 
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“Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and+ sister and mother.” 

Deacon    The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                  The Rev. Beth Taylor 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                             

Deacon      Called together as a family of faith from every time and place, we are 
bidden by God to pray, that we might share our mutual concerns and 
offer the secrets of our hearts.  

Leader 
Let us pray for the world; for the leaders of nations, that wisdom and integrity 
might prevail; for regions torn by conflict, that peace and harmony might be 
restored: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

Let us pray for the church; for the unity of the body of Christ, that needless 
division might cease; for Bonnie our bishop, for Beth, Stacy and Tim our clergy, 
and for all who nurture our life together, that the body may be strengthened and 
our common life enriched: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for this parish; for our presence in this community, that persons may 
find here the means to a deeper relationship with God; and for our ministry of 
reconciliation, that all may find here the forgiveness of God and the acceptance of 
each other: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

Let us pray for those in need; for the hungry and homeless, that food and shelter 
might be theirs; for the oppressed and downtrodden, that freedom and dignity 
might be theirs; for the sick and the infirm, especially Scott, Greg, Gloria, Jackie, 
Sandor, Kathy, Alex, Toni, Martha, Bob, Barbara, Edward, Jeff, Sally, Donna, 
Nancy, Marsha, Clyde, Elissa, Benny, Ellen, Marion, Charlie, Tim, that health and 
wholeness might be theirs: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Presider  By your power, dear God, you raised Christ Jesus and in him we too will 
be raised. Receive our prayers and those of all your saints, that trusting in 
you all the days of our lives, we may know the fullness of your love and 
the power of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The people stand as they are able. 

Presider  May the Peace of Christ always be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The peace is exchanged among the people. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MILESTONES 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY  

In thanksgiving for all that we have and all that we are, and in gratitude for the 
mission, ministry and fellowship offered through St. John’s, let us give with 
generous hearts.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC As colors in the sky       Songs For the Holy Other   

As colors in the sky,  
We move and blend in love, 
A touch of this, a mix, a match,  
As gifts from heaven above. 
Our genders may seem fixed, 
But even these may change 
As we find beauty in between 
That may at first seem strange. 
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Our bodies may not match 
The way we feel inside, 
But we can change, transform, and find 
Your love still deep and wide. 
So if we break the mold 
Traditions put in place, 
Let us with courage live our lives 
With kindness, love, and grace. 
 

Creating God, you dance, 
You move as one in three. 
Come show us, buy your rainbow light, 
Our shared humanity. 
The heavens and the earth 
Are made new every day, 
Help us discover by your grace, 
New truth, new life, new ways. 
 

___________________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST  ________________________ 
Presider         God be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Presider         Lift up your hearts. 
People           We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,  
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. 
You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you, 
and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Again and again, you called us to return.  
Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.  
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman,  
to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus,  
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,  
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS    
 

Presider and People  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Presider continues 
 

And so, O God, we who have been redeemed by him,  
and made a new people by water and the Spirit,  
now bring before you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood  
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing,  
broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said,  
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,  
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

 



10 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this  
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 

God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and  
Jacob; God of our Mothers: God of Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel;  
God of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace  
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.  
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that 
we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, O God, through Jesus  
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the  
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,  
from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

People and Presider 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/FRACTION ANTHEM 

Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
 
 
 

Presider These are the Gifts of God. 
People  And we are the people of God.  
Presider Behold who you are. Become what you receive.  
 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar seeking 
Christ will be welcomed. The wafers are gluten-free.  
  

COMMUNION HYMN 
 It is well with my soul  Lift Every Voice and Sing II 188, vv. 1, 3, 4 

 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

 When sorrows like seabillows roll; 

 Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

 It is well, it is well with my soul. 
  

 It is well with my soul, 

 It is well, it is well with my soul. 
  

 Refrain 
  

 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 

 My sin not in part, but the whole 

 Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
  

 Refrain 
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 And, Lord, hast the day when the faith shall be sight, 

 The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

 The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 

 “Even so” it is well with my soul. 
  

 Refrain 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The people stand as they are able and pray together. 
 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

The people are seated. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 Jesus lives! thy terrors now     The Hymnal 1982 195, vv. 1, 2 

 Jesus lives! thy terrors now 

 can no longer, death, appall us; 

 Jesus lives! by this we know 

 thou, O grave, canst not enthrall us. 

 Alleluia! 
  

 Jesus lives! for us he died; 

 then, alone to Jesus living, 

 pure in heart may we abide, 

 glory to our Savior giving. 

 Alleluia! 
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DISMISSAL  
 

The people face the Deacon. 
 

Deacon Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world  
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 

 

Ministers of Today’s Service 

Presider  The Rev. Beth Taylor 
Assisting  The Rev. Stacy Salles 
Deacon  The Ven. Tim Spannaus 
Musicians Dr. Steven McGhee, Brynn Ward 
Readers Kevin McLogan, H. Michael Falconer, Amina Thompson, 

Melissa Thompson 
Altar Guild Denise Barnett, Lisa Dion, Martie Falconer, Allyson Frank,  

Ray Kwiatkowski, Maryann LeComb, Pam Lupinski, Barbara 
Moran, Joyce Morey, Mary Ann Morrow, Kathy Stricker, Bette 
Ann Wright  

Tech Team Chris Bosley, Erica Clites, Holly McNeal, Mark Miliotto, 
Chris Moran, Tim Spannaus, Mark Valenti, Will Wittig 

 


