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First Sunday of Lent      Sunday, March 10, 2019 

St. John’s Episcopal Church     Rev. Beth Taylor  

Luke 4:1-13 After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 

in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and 

when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 

become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'" 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to 

him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 

anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus answered him, "It is written, Worship 

the Lord your God, and serve only him.'" 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, "If you are 

the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, 

to protect you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 

Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" When the devil had finished every 

test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

 
The Pope, Pope Francis, the head of the Roman Catholic Church, recently announced that the 

Catholic Church will enact a change in a single line in the Lord’s Prayer – “lead us not into temptation.” 
Why? Why is that? We know the Lord’s Prayer. We like the Lord’s Prayer. Why change a prayer we’ve 
said and known, all our lives, that we know by heart?  

The intent in making the change, or as Pope Francis would say in returning to Jesus’ original 
intent in the words of Lord’s prayer, is to clarify that GOD does NOT, in fact, tempt people. God does 
not lead us into temptation. Satan does.  

And so, after 20 + years of study and prayer, Pope Francis, and the many theologians and scholars 
and religious thinkers conclude that from a theological perspective (how we understand God) , and from a 
pastoral perspective (how we understand God in our daily lives), and from a stylistic perspective (how we talk 
and communicate about God) – that praying to God with the words “Lead us not into temptation” misses the 
mark. They advocate instead for these words – “Abandon us not when in temptation”  

Walk with us, God, when we are in the throws of temptations 
Do not abandon us, Come to us, stay with us, sustain us!  
Save us, – as we say in a version of the Lord’s prayer we use– Save us from the time of trial.  
It is not GOD who leads us into temptation.  
It is Satan, evil, that leads us into temptation and trials, and to the things that would separate us from 

our trust in God, and our knowledge of the love of God.  
This whole move in the Catholic Church is that it lifts up a really key value of the Anglican Tradition. 

The Anglicans – Episcopalians – all the branches of this part of the Christian family – value the idea that the 
way we pray – the words we say, the songs we sing - actually shape the way we understand God, they shape 
what it is we actually believe, and therefore SHAPE the way we actually LIVE. “Lex Orandi – Lex Credendi” 
– what we pray – shapes what we believe”:  Lex Orandi – Lex Credendi – Lex Vivendi – what we pray, shapes 
what we believe, shapes how we live in the world.   

So what we pray – what we SAY matters. Words MATTER.  
This piece of scripture from Luke’s Gospel– appointed for the First day of Lent, the beginning of the 

40 days when Jesus went into the wilderness to fast, to pray, has something to say about this.   
From Luke, chapter 4, verse 1, read along with me: “After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 

(FULL  - filled up, with the Holy Spirit), returned from the Jordan (a River place, a full-of-life and activity and 
blessing place) – remember he had just been baptized there, where God said – this is my Son, my beloved, in 
whom I am well-pleased) After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was 
led by the Spirit in the wilderness, (accompanied by the Spirit, joined by the Spirit, taken by the Spirit – into 
the wilderness – an alone place, a barren place, a quiet place, a sparse place) where for forty days he was 
tempted – lead into temptation (by WHO?) - by the devil.” 

The Spirit filled Jesus, the Spirit accompanied him, the Spirit led him into a quiet place to pray, (to 
fast, to reflect, to prepare himself for what was to come, to know himself and God’s will for him more 
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deeply). But it was Satan who tempted him. And so we pray - And, “God, Abandon us not when in 
temptation. Save us, God, from the time of trial.  

There’s something else that this scripture shows us if we look really closely. We often think of 
temptations as the things that lure us a trick us into doing something wrong or bad, shameful. But the kind of 
temptations that the devil places in front of Jesus (and us) are really much more deceptive – much more 
illusory and misleading and complicated – because they appear to produce something good:  

What’s wrong with making bread? You’re so hungry, Jesus, you are famished. Nourishment is good. 
Think of Jesus. We can feed the people too, eliminate hunger – if you turn these stones to bread.  

What’s wrong with taking charge, (he says as he shows Jesus the nations) with taking over a corrupt 
government, and getting rid of those in power. The kingdom is yours if you bow down to me.  

What’s wrong showing your power? Think of it Jesus. The people will feel so safe, and secure. 
Otherwise, they may not believe that God is trustworthy. So let’s start with you. Throw yourself down from 
here Jesus, and the angels will save you.  

But Jesus, filled by the Holy Spirit, says no to control, and domination, and power, - not to show us 
how strong his will-power is, not to be our divine role model, or to show us that it is possible – (and we get 
this wrong all the time)- he says no to show what it is to be human.  

The temptation is to think that we can fix things, that we can control things, and that we can or must 
or should be able to do things – alone – without God – and without the help of one another. 

Save us from that notion, God. Save us from that presumption, God. Save us from THAT 
temptation, God.  

We are human. And we will experience hardship and tragedy at times in our lives. We can and we do 
work for justice (to feed the hunger, to end hunger), and we extend mercy, and our prayers and our songs, 
and our words shape our hearts, and we do strive to love our neighbors, and we serve others.  

But there are some things that we simply cannot fix.  
But we are never alone. And even in the midst of death, love prevails.  
That’s mature faith. That’s real relationship with God. And there’s nothing shiny or domineering or 

proud or boastful about love.  
Holy one,  
Give us today our daily bread 
   And forgive us our sins – our pride and desire to dominate and control, our presumptions, our 

judgements, our self-importance, our self-sufficiency, our belief that we don’t need others, our deeper belief 
that we don’t really need you 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from these notions, God. Save us from these presumptions, God. Save us from THESE 

temptations, God.  
Save us in the time of trial 
 and deliver us from the evil that tempts us to believe these things. 
For all that we do in your love, 
   and all that your love brings to birth, 
   and the fullness of love that will be 
   are – after all - yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

  

 


