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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 

Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to 
enter the open doors of our community and warmly 
embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting 

and embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a 
firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: 
regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are 
here.  
 
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by emailing the 
office later this week (office@stjohnro.org) or by calling or texting one of the clergy 
at 248-721-4325 so that we can follow up with you and answer any questions you 
have about St. John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do 
everything we can to help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and 
its resources for your spiritual journey. 
 

  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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PRELUDE          Veni Emmanuel     Philip Moore 
Steve McGhee, Organ 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 
 

ADVENT ACCLAMATION    

Presider The days are surely coming, says the Lord when I will fulfill my promise 
to my people. 

People Justice and righteousness will fill the land and all will live in peace. 
Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE     O come, O come Emmanuel  
The Hymnal 1982, 56, v. 2 

Brynn Ward, soprano 

 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

 who orderest all things mightily; 

 to us the path of knowledge show, 

 and teach us in her ways to go. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE                    Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived,  
no eye has seen any God besides you,  

who works for those who wait for the Lord.  
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 80:1-7 

1   Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2   In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3   Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4   O LORD God of hosts, * 
  how long will you be angered 
  despite the prayers of your people? 
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5   You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6   You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7   Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

THE GOSPEL                        Mark 13:24-37 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon 
as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 

Deacon    The Gospel of Christ.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON               The Rev. Beth Taylor 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon God of the watching, God of the waiting, God of hope; as we wait with 
joy for the glory of the Lord, let us offer prayers to God who reveals 
new beginnings. 

Leader  
God of the hope, thank you for the symbol of the Advent wreath, whose circle 
reminds us that your mercy is endless, with no beginning or end. Help us to set our 
minds on things eternal. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

God of waiting, we pray for the Church throughout the world, and its mission, and 
all its members. Stir us with love, mercy and active service to bring relief and hope 
to those in need. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

God of the watching, we pray for all in authority in our nations, states, cities, and 
neighborhoods. We look forward to the day when together we walk in the light and 
your peace is experienced by all. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of hope, we pray for our planet. Help us to use our resources wisely to care for 
and nurture the creatures, the lands, and the waters entrusted to us.  
Hear our prayer.  
 

God of the waiting, we pray for the sick, the friendless, and the needy, that they 
may experience your healing presence, especially Linda, Scott, Greg, Gloria, Ezra, 
Katy, Sandor, Kathy, Alex, Toni, Scout, Linda, Charlie, Martha, Bob, John, Geneva, 
and those we now name either silently or aloud _____. May we serve Christ in one 
another, and love as he loves us. 
Hear our prayer.  
 

God of the watching, we are challenged to set our hearts and minds on the here and 
now, and to remember and be thankful for what matters, especially those things we 
now name _______. God who does wonders,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

God of the hope, we pray for all who have died, especially those we now name 
_________. God who welcomes them into eternal life, 
Hear our prayer.  
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God of all things, we pray for all those who are watching and waiting for a dream to 
be born that you may give us patience of heart and mind and the wisdom to see 
your presence. 
Hear our prayer.  
 

Presider Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom, and grant that we, who 
now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his advent in glorious 
majesty. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People  And also with you.  

The peace is exchanged in place among the people 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERTORY  

In thanksgiving for all that we have and all that we are, and in gratitude for the 
mission, ministry and fellowship offered through St. John’s, let us give with 
generous hearts.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
 

HYMN      Lo! he comes, with clouds descending  
The Hymnal 1982 57, vv. 1 & 4 

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, 
once for our salvation slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
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Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the power and glory; 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE 

DISMISSAL  

Deacon Go in peace, live in love, seek to be holy in all that you do. 
People  Thanks be to God.
 

ORGAN POSTLUDE    Helmsley     James Vivian 
 

Collect for Purity      Marie Donigan 
First Lesson      Bernadette Beach 
Psalm        Nicole and Eliza Stewart 
Prayers of the People      The Macey Family 
Lord’s Prayer on behalf of All of Us  Mark Miliotto 
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With Thanks 

Pledged gifts help the Vestry create and adhere to a 2021 budget for staff, programs, and outreach. With 

those estimates, we will be able to plan for St. John’s mission and ministry with confidence. Stewardship 

is not limited to financial pledges; it is also the commitment of time, ministry team participation, and 

volunteering that we offer to God through the church. The following households have made ‘pledges’ for 

the coming year* Thank you for your participation.  
*This list is current as of Wednesday, November 25. It will be updated again in the next bulletin. Pledge cards are available in the 
church, in the office, or can be mailed to you by request.  
 

James & Mary Adams 
Safyan Afzal & Robert Stevens 
Kris Avery & Bob Gibb & family 
Rachel Andrews & Kathleen Battles 
Anonymous 
Askari Asante 
Paulynn Auger 
Krystn Aversa 
Charles & Shelley Baker 
Gregg & Denise Barnett & family 
Jennifer Bartleman & family 
Bernadette Beach 
Kris & Paul Beckett 
Greg & Terri Bennett & family 
Beth Bingham 
Rosalie Boerkoel 
Christopher Bosley 
Mary & Andy Boyle & family 
Dayton & Stasi Brown 
Scott & Jennifer Bruns & family 
Gloria Brown & Kathy Kustowski 
Christine Carline 
Brad & Elizabeth Carter & family 
Janet Clark 
Erica Clites 
Peg Coury & Lisa Dion 
Janet & Clarence Craft 
Sandra Curtis 
Carolyn Darling 
Ann Davis 
Bob Davis & Linda Watkins 
Bruce & Cheryl Donigan 
Marie Donigan & Kevin McLogan 
Leesa & Keith Elkins & family 
Ellen Ehrlich & Linda Northcraft 
Peg Eidson 
Mary & Steve Fairman 
H. Michael Falconer 
Martie Falconer 
Cheryl Fehan 
Cynthia K. Fellner 
Allyson Frank 
Keith & Anjela Freeman & family 

Aubrey Garfield 
Dale & Barbara Gilbertson 
Greg Gmerek 
Gail Gordon 
Diana Graor 
Barbara Heath 
Cathy Holcomb 
Waymon & Maedell Howard 
Gregory Jacoby 
Stephen & Patricia Johnston 
Barbara Jones 
Mark Jones & Jessica Worden-Jones 
Barbara & James Karchon 
Pete & Maureen Kelly 
Barbara Killinger 
Mary Kimber 
Ray & Diana Kwiatkowski 
Lynne Lambert 
Robert Lazich 
Maryann LeComb & Kathy Stricker 
Richard Le Jeune 
Jill Lowing 
Barbara Lugger 
Melanie & Ned Macey & family 
Dan & Lisa Machesky & family 
Kelly Mankin & Michael Tonda 
Heidi & Rob Mapley & family 
Ricky A. Marinco 
Daniel Martin 
Sharon Martin 
Elizabeth Masserang & Cara Gonzalez 
Connie Maszatics & Sharon Williams 
Brian and Holly McNeal & family 
Mark Miliotto & Beth Taylor & family 
Joyce Morey 
Barbara & Chris Moran 
Lee Ann & Tim Morgan 
Mary Ann Morrow 
Lynne Muth 
Bob & Trudy Nagaj 
Gary & Kelly Neighbors 
Lisa Oakes & family 

John Oginsky & family 

Scout Osborn & Kris Sprague 
Collette Pariseau & Tim Spannaus 
Janice Pedersen 
Lisa Phillips 
Anne Marie Piwonski & Maria Walter 
Bena & Mark Poston 
JoAnna Prudden 
Jelane Richardson & family 
Judith Ann Robbins 
Marilyn Robinson 
Bruce Robson 
Meghan Rooney 
Ann Ruggirello & Marsha Tuck 
Liz Ryan & Alycsa Valentine 
Deborah & Jackie Smith  
Joey Spano 
Jackie Speer 
Dennis & Rosemary Spatafora 
Nicole & Andy Stewart & family 
Angela Stough 
Nick & Kristen Swan & family 
Elizabeth Swanchara 
Gregory & Jennifer Taub & family 
Barbara Thornton 
John & Sue Tower 
Sara Troyer & family 
Charles & Linda Tucker 
John & Val Tucker 
Mark & Becky Valenti 
Bill & Kate Weide 
Bob & Mary Beth Weigel 
Carl Weiler & James Whipple 
Cheri Whalen 
Kathy Whyard 
Kari Wilson & family 
Timi & Will Wittig & family 
Jennifer Wofford & family 
Bette Ann & Paul Wright 
Daniel & Chris Wright-Cuschieri & family 
Caleb & Anna Youngblood & Family 
Tamra Zakar & family 
 
 

 


