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The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 

Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to 
enter the open doors of our community and warmly 
embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting 

and embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a 
firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: 
regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are 
here.  

 
 
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you filling out a 
Visitor Register at the sign-in table, or emailing the office later this week 
(office@stjohnro.org) or by calling or texting one of the clergy at 248-721-4325 so 
that we can follow up with you and answer any questions you have about St. John’s. 
We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to help you 
make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual 
journey. 
 

  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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PRELUDE    Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown    arr. Larry Shackley 
Steve McGhee, Piano 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE WORD OF GOD 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

ACCLAMATION 

Presider †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE  Christ for the world we sing!  

The Hymnal 1982, 537, v. 1 
Brynn Ward, soprano 

Christ for the world we sing! 
The world to Christ we bring 
with loving zeal; 
the poor, and them that mourn, 
the faint and overborne, 
sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 
whom Christ doth heal. 

 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY              

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; 
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST LESSON      Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as 
far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of 
Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of 
Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is 
the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give 
it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not 
cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land 
of Moab, at the LORD’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of 
Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses 
was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and 
his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom 
the LORD knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders 
that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all 
his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying 
displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 90:1-6, 13-17 

1    Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2    Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

3    You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of earth." 

4    For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

5    You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6    In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

13   Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

14   Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15   Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16   Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 

17   May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; 
prosper our handiwork. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 22:34-46 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The 
son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls 
him Lord, saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. 

Deacon    The Gospel of Christ.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      New Zealand Prayer Book pgs. 413-414 
 

Deacon:  
Gracious God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. 
Therefore in confidence and trust we offer our prayers to you: 

Leader: God of love, enliven the Church for its mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
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We pray for the world: 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for those in need: 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, especially 
Emily, Lisa, Greg, Gloria, Ezra, Bob, Linda, Nancy, Jamie, Sandor, Kathy, Kathryn, 
MaryAnn, Alex, Toni, Martha, John, Susan, Mark, Nancy, and those we now name 
____________; for the poor and oppressed, for the unemployed and destitute, and 
for all prisoners, refugees, and immigrants. May we be a source of love and strength 
to them. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
especially Dale Mankin, uncle of Scout Osborn; those we now name, either silently 
or aloud _________, and those whose faith is known to you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 

Loving God, more fully open our hearts with gratitude and generosity,  
that your Holy Spirit will guide our lives in service to God’s mission for St. 
John’s.  

Bountiful God, we are grateful for the abundance of treasure and abilities with 
which you have blessed us. Continually fuel our desire to joyfully share these 
blessings for the good of our St. John’s community and all of our neighbors. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Gracious God, you call us to be stewards of your abundance, the caretakers of all 
you have entrusted to us.  
Help us to always use your gifts wisely in the service.  
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Presider O God, our loving creator and giver of all good gifts: bless our parish, 
strengthen our faith and grant us the continued spirit of Christian 
stewardship so that we may spread your kingdom here in our church, in 
our community and throughout the world. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION  
  

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and one another.  
 

All Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you †, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People  And also with you.  

The peace is exchanged in place among the people 

WE ARE ST. JOHN’S – Ann Marie Piwonski and Maria Walter 
Video available on Facebook and Website 
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OFFERTORY  

Stewardship Sunday – Making our “Pledges”  
 

After the Offertory Anthem, please make your 2021 pledge (financial commitment 
to St. John’s). These pledges will be blessed today as signs and symbols of our 
thanksgiving and gratitude to God for all that we are, all that we have, and all that 
we are called to do through this congregation.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
 

HYMN      Brother, sister, let me serve you       Voices Found, 124, vv. 1-5 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I might have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey; 
We are family on the road; 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the miles and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
In the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
Speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joys and sorrows 
Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in Heaven 
We shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together 
Of Christ’s love and agony. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  

Glory to God, whose power, working in us,  
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  

And may the blessing of God,  
The Creator, The Christ, and the Holy Spirit 

Be with you this day, and keep you for ever. Amen.  
 

DISMISSAL 

Deacon Let us go forth in peace to serve the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.  

ORGAN POSTLUDE   Sortie     César Franck 
Steve McGhee, Organ 
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Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 

In thanksgiving for the 

stewardship of the people of St. John’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In-person Church Attendees: A Note about Contact Tracing for COVID-19 
We are observing contact tracing practices as recommended by our county. Please 
call and notify the church office if you should become ill and/or test positive for 
the coronavirus so that we can follow the guidelines in alerting other attendees to 

make the best decisions about their health. Thank you.  
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