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St. John’s Welcome Statement 

Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to enter the open doors of our 
community and warmly embraces you when you do.  

At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and embracing true diversity 
is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, undying commitment to 
inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of your cultural background, 
ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or heterosexual identity, 
economic status, physical or cognitive ability – you will not be labeled, singled out 
or excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We 
will be better because you are here. 
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 
 

Are you visiting or new to St. John’s? 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you filling out a 
Visitor Register at the sign-in table, or emailing the office later this week 
(office@stjohnro.org) or by calling or texting one of the clergy at 248-721-4325 so 
that we can follow up with you and answer any questions you have about St. John’s. 
We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to help you 
make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual 
journey. 

  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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GATHERING PROCESSION VIDEO           created by Jennifer Taub 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE     In the Garden     arr. Mark Hayes 
Steve McGhee, Piano 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE WORD OF GOD 
At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

ACCLAMATION 

Presider †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA                        The Hymnal 1982, S278 
Brynn Ward, soprano 

Glory to God in the highest,  
  and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  
  almighty God and Father,  
  we worship you, we give you thanks,  
  we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
  Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world;  
  have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
  receive our prayer.  
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For you alone are the Holy One,  
  you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
  Jesus Christ,  
  with the Holy Spirit,  
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

THE COLLECT THE DAY               Book of Common Prayer  

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; 
and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast 
to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON                Exodus 16:2-15 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand 
of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill 
of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, 
and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way 
I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth 
day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 
gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 
evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he 
has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat 
in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has 
heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your 
complaining is not against us but against the LORD.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’“  
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And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 
The LORD spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you 
shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.’“ 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there 
was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For 
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that 
the LORD has given you to eat. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 105:1-6, 37-43 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; * 
make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 

2 Sing to the LORD, sing praises, * 
and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 

3 Glory in God’s holy name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and the strength of the LORD; * 
continually seek the face of God. 

5 Remember the marvels God has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, * 
O children of Jacob, God’s chosen. 

37 God led out the chosen people with silver and gold; * 
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 

38 Egypt was glad of their going, * 
because they were afraid of them. 
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39 God spread out a cloud for a covering * 
and a fire to give light in the night season. 

40 They asked, and quails appeared, * 
and God satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

41 God opened the rock, and water flowed, * 
so the river ran in the dry places. 

42. For God remembered the holy promise * 
and Abraham, chosen to serve. 

43 So God led forth the people with gladness, * 
the chosen ones with shouts of joy. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 20:1-16 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 
they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did 
the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going 
to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 
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Deacon    The Gospel of Christ.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Deacon Gathered in the name of Jesus, who stands among us with upraised 
hands, let us offer prayers for all in danger and need. 

Leader 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, and 
for the unity of all.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

We pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop; Bonnie our Bishop; and for our 
Diocesan Family of Congregations, clergy and laity and our many ministries; and 
for the people of God in every place. 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

For this nation, and the leaders of all nations and all in authority, especially in 
divided, and despairing places in our world. Let our prayers be met in equal measure 
by our actions to dismantle racism, hatred, and bigotry. 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

For the widowed and orphaned, for the aged and the homebound, for the sick and 
the suffering, especially Emily, Greg, Gloria, Ezra, Bob, Linda, Nancy, Jamie, 
Sandor, Kathy, Kathryn, MaryAnn, Toni, Martha, Beth, Susan, and those we now 
name ____________; for the poor and oppressed, for the unemployed and 
destitute, and for all prisoners, refugees, and immigrants.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

In thanksgiving for the stewardship of this congregation, and for the courage, 
creativity, and care extended during this time of pandemic. We pray in gratitude for 
all those worshipping with us for the first time.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

We pray for the St. John’s family, and we pray for all the hopes and hurts carried by 
our members. May we always seek your guidance and follow your will.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
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We thank you for the blessings of this life, especially for our family and friends, our 
caregivers and care receivers. We pray for their peace and wellbeing.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

We pray for our enemies. May they have everything that they need. May they love 
and be loved. May they know and be known by God. We pray for healing.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

For those who have died and rest in Christ, especially those whom we now 
name___________; and for those who have died who are known to you alone. May 
they all rest in eternal peace. 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

Presider O Lord our God, who sends your Word among us, receive the gift of 
prayer we offer this day, forgive us our sins, and strengthen us to repair 
the world you have entrusted to us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

CONFESSION              Also found in Enriching our Worship, pg. 56
       

The people stand and pray together 
 

Deacon:      Let us confess our sins against God. 
 

God of all mercy, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
  in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
  the evil we have done, 
  and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will.  Amen 
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Presider 

Almighty God have mercy on you †, forgive you all your sins through the grace 
of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People  And also with you.  

The peace is exchanged in place among the people 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT/DIOCESAN APPOINTMENT     Video 

OFFERTORY  

In thanksgiving for all that we have and all that we are, and in gratitude for the 
mission, ministry and fellowship offered through St. John’s, let us give with 
generous hearts.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067  

 

HYMN (Online)  Come, labor on    The Hymnal, 1982, 541, vv. 1, 4, 5 
Brynn Ward, soprano 

1 Come, labor on. 

 Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 

 while all around us waves the golden grain? 

 And to each servant does the Master say, 

 “Go work today.” 
  

4 Come, labor on. 

 Claim the high calling angels cannot share- 

 to young and old the Gospel gladness bear: 

 redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 

 The night draws nigh. 
  

5 Come, labor on. 

 No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 

 till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie, 

 and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, 

 “Servants, well done.” 
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HYMN (In Person)     All who hunger gather gladly      Voices Found, 87 
Debbie Smith, contralto 

1 All who hunger gather gladly; 

  holy manna is our bread. 

  Come from wilderness and wand’ring. 

  Here in truth we will be fed. 

  You that yearn for days of fullness, 

  all around us is our food. 

  Taste and see the grace eternal. 

  Taste and see that God is good. 
  

2 All who hunger, never strangers, 

  seeker, be a welcome guest. 

  Come from restlessness and roaming. 

  Here, in joy we keep the feast. 

  We that once were lost and scattered 

  in communion’s love have stood. 

  Taste and see the grace eternal. 

  Taste and see that God is good. 
  

3 All who hunger, sing together, 

  Jesus Christ is living bread. 

  Come from loneliness and longing. 

  Here, in peace, we have been fed. 

  Blest are those who from this table 

  live their days in gratitude. 

  Taste and see the grace eternal. 

  Taste and see that God is good. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory 
 are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  

DISMISSAL 

Deacon Let us go forth in peace to serve the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God.  

ORGAN POSTLUDE    Moscow/Italian Hymn    Philip Moore 
 

 

St. John’s is exceedingly pleased to share the Announcement:  
The Venerable Tim Spannaus 

Archdeacon of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan 
 

The Rt. Rev. Bonnie Perry has announced the appointment 
of The Rev. Dcn. Tim Spannaus, Deacon at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Royal Oak, to serve as the Archdeacon 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan. In the Episcopal 
Church, an archdeacon is the senior deacon within a diocese 
and has responsibility for serving at hierarchical services 
(those at which the Bishop is present and presiding) and in 
assisting the Bishop in other tasks. He also serves on the 
Diocesan Commission on Ministry, and as a Safeguarding 
God’s People trainer for the Diocese. The title of an 
archdeacon is "The Venerable," which is abbreviated "The 
Ven." This is a tremendous honor for Tim. We extend our 
blessings and hearty congratulations and share his joy.  

 
Note: Our beloved Rev. Dcn. Jeffernell Howcott, also from St. John’s, and held this 
appointment as the Archdeacon of the Diocese in years past. We are doubly blessed by 
our deacons!  
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Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 

In Thanksgiving for the appointment of 
The Venerable Tim Spannaus, 

Archdeacon the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan. 
 

We welcome your participation and contributions to this ministry.  If you would like to 
have a memorial or thanksgiving printed in the bulletin, please contact  

Barbara Moran at 248-224-3550 or barbaramoran79@gmail.com   
The suggested minimum donation is $25.00.  Thank you 

 
 
 

In-person Church Attendees: A Note about Contact Tracing for COVID-19 
We are observing contact tracing practices as recommended by our county. Please call 

and notify the church office if you should become ill and/or test positive for the 
coronavirus so that we can follow the guidelines in alerting other attendees to make the 

best decisions about their health. Thank you.  
 
 

 
 


