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When Collette and I travel, especially on our road trips, we take a lot of 

stuff. We have big suitcases, a refrigerator for food and drinks, books, 

computers, gifts for those we are visiting; Collette has a bag of yarn and 

needles for knitting, and we have our bikes hanging off the back. We don’t 

need all that stuff but it’s comfortable to have our familiar things with us 

even when we are far away from home. We have lightened up a little bit: 

We no longer carry our own coffee maker and tea kettle. 

 

We don’t use all of it. I often return home with clean clothes in my suitcase 

that I never wore. Since we find good bookstores all over the country, we 

return with more books than we left home with. And having all that stuff with 

us makes extra work when we check in to a hotel - we need a cart to carry 

things to our room and we need to find a secure place to store the bikes. 

One night when we didn’t take that extra step, our bikes were stolen off the 

back of the car. Carrying more than we need leads us to worry about the 

security of our stuff and distracts us from having fun. 

 

So of course as we read Jesus’s instructions to the seventy to take nothing 

- no purse, no bag, no sandals - I had to pay attention. The seventy would 
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be totally dependent on those they visited and what they could get along 

the way.  

 

This was not the first time Jesus sent people ahead of him. In Luke chapter 

9, Jesus sent the twelve disciples, with essentially the same directions and 

commission - take nothing but what they are wearing and proclaim the 

good news and heal the sick. Jesus sent the twelve to Israel and Judea. 

Now he sends the seventy to all the places he will visit - and he sends them 

two by two. 

 

For this second commissioning, Jesus is reaching out to more people and 

going to more places. The first time Jesus sent only the Twelve, his chosen 

disciples. Now he’s sending more followers, not just those set aside. In 

contemporary terms, Jesus is not just sending the clergy, but lay people as 

well. So that they can support and encourage each other, he sends them 

two by two. 

 

Jesus is modeling what the church should be and do. This morning we will 

welcome and commission Holly McNeal as director of formation for children 

and youth. Jesus commissioned the Twelve and then he commissioned the 

Seventy. We’ll commission Holly to lead activities with children and youth. 

And later we will commission teachers and other staff for Vacation Bible 

School, for Sunday School, along with Youth Leaders and others to take 

additional roles in formation of children and youth. 
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Jesus provides a model for ministry in many ways. Besides traveling light, 

Jesus does not leave us a lot of time to analyze the situation. Just start 

your ministry. Wherever you go, pray for peace in this house. Before you 

know anything about the house or the people, be clear that you come in 

peace and ask that peace come to everyone present. When you are 

offered hospitality, accept it. Don’t go looking for a better place or better 

food. If the people in the town receive your ministry, heal the sick and bring 

the good news of the reign of God. If not, move on.  

 

There’s an urgency to Jesus’s commission and directions. Don’t stop to talk 

to people on the road. Move on if the town doesn’t receive your ministry.  

 

I read the commissioning of the seventy as commissioning all of us. Jesus 

called more than the twelve disciples because there were more places to 

go than the twelve could get to. However they felt when Jesus sent them 

out, nervous, maybe afraid that they would not succeed or energized and 

optimistic, they returned excited and joyful that they had been able to carry 

out their mission. 

 

In my imagination, gathering the seventy was more work than the writer of 

Luke tells us. It just seemed to happen. But in the church recruiting seventy 

people for a ministry takes some effort, especially for a mission that will 

send people away for a time.  
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While Jesus could have asked people individually to go on this mission, we 

know from last week’s Gospel that not everyone He asked to follow him 

actually did. Jesus wanted those who were able to follow without 

reservation. 

 

We know that Jesus had thousands of followers -- how to identify seventy?  

 

So I imagine he asked the twelve disciples to help recruit seventy people, 

just as we often ask the vestry to help raise up volunteers for ministries at 

St John’s. Or we ask you to go to Signup Genius to volunteer. 

 

Identifying people to take on a ministry is a process of discernment. We 

have a formal discernment process for those considering ordained ministry. 

In addition to that, discernment is a life-long process for the Christian, as 

we always ask what God is calling us to do now. Discernment is a process, 

not an event. We constantly consider how our gifts can be used to serve 

God in new ways as we change and the world around us changes.  

 

St. John’s is always changing. We welcome new people every Sunday and 

we also say farewell and offer blessings to those leaving us. While there 

are people who have been here all their lives and for generations of their 

families, we have many who are here only for a time, as people come and 

go in our community and neighborhoods. 
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Our gifts for ministry change as we learn, mature, and grow, The needs we 

face change as our church changes and the community around us 

changes. These combine to require continuing discernment of our gifts and 

opportunities to serve. 

And this need for continuing discernment applies to all, not just the clergy 

and elected leaders. One of the things we learn from the Hebrew Bible 

reading this morning about the healing of Naaman is the importance of the 

servants. Naaman would not have been healed if the decisions were left to 

the kings, to Naaman or even Elisha. At every juncture, a servant appears 

who offers information or wisdom: to tell Naaman of the prophet who could 

heal, or to offer common sense advice to Naaman that he just do as Elisha 

had asked, rather than let his pride get in the way of his healing. 

 

The work of the church depends on clergy, leaders and every one of us, lay 

or ordained, servants, prophet, general or king. As Jesus tells us, there is a 

lot of work to do and not enough people to do it. 

 

There is one more thing about Jesus sending of the Seventy that is worthy 

of note: He sent them two by two.  

 

We don’t ask people to engage in ministry alone. We do it as a community. 

We pray with and for each other and support each other. In fact it’s the 

policy of St John’s and of the Episcopal Church that we go two by two. Our 

Safe Church policies require two unrelated adults to be present for children 

and youth activities. We ask Eucharistic Visitors to take someone with them 
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for visits to those who are sick or homebound. Our visitors represent the 

people of St. John’s and include those they visit in our worship community. 

That community is better represented by two people than by one alone. 

 

Consider your own gifts, time, resources and strengths. Look around you to 

see what the church needs to do that you can be a part of. Pray, learn, 

listen to and share with others as you discern. Talk with leaders of 

ministries - they’re listed in the ministry directory - to see how you can 

become more engaged in God’s work in this place. 

 

Amen 
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