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The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 2, 2020  

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak MI 
 

ON-LINE and IN-PERSON 
WORSHIP SERVICE 
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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to enter the open 
doors of our community and warmly embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and embracing true 
diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, undying 
commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of 
your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because 
you are here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 

 

 
 

_________Are you Visiting or New to St. John’s?___________ 
 
If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by 
signing our Guest Book, or emailing the office later this week 
office@stjohnro.org or by calling or texting one of the clergy at 248-721-
4325 so that we can follow up with you and answer an questions you have 
about St. John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do 
everything we can to help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. 
 

mailto:office@stjohnro.org
http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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GATHERING/PRELUDE  Shall we gather at the river? arr. Joel Raney  

Steve McGhee, Piano 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
   

THE WORD OF GOD 

At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

 

ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider      †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE     Come and Fill our Hearts (Taize)  
 

For the health and safety of all, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing. The Cantor will 
sing on our behalf, and we sing with our hearts.  
 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, You alone, O Lord, are holy.  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia!  

 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY    
 

O God of abundance, in whom nothing is lost and all are fed: who rained 
down bread from heaven on Israel’s wandering people, who leads us to the 
food that never leaves us hungry, and who fills our whole human family with 
life enough for all: may the sharing of our lives be a sign of your love for us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

Lector A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah:  

Thus says the Lord: 

"Everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you." 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 145: 8-9, 15-17 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 O LORD, you are loving to everyone * 
and your compassion is over all your works. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
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16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, * 
and you give them their food in due season. 

17 You open wide your hand * 
and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                    Matthew 14: 13-21 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When 
it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you 
give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                     
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION    Loaves and Fishes by Beth Taylor and Cheri Whalen 
 

Loaves and fishes broken for us. 
Loaves and fishes; there’s more than enough 

for five thousand people, for you and for me, 
for all of God’s children to have what we need.  

Descant - 2nd and third time through:  

Feed us, Jesus. Feed us, Jesus.  

Feed us, Jesus. Feed us, Jesus.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon People of God, let us bring to mind now those people who are in need 
of our prayers, and those who are on our hearts and minds today. 

 

Leader 
We pray for your Church, for Bonnie our Bishop, for Beth and Beth our priests, 
for Tim our Deacon, and for all the people of St. John’s in their many ministries. 
Let your steadfast love enliven the holy churches in every place, that we may show 
forth your love.  
Loving God, bring hope to all people.  
 

Let your healing love be known this day by all who suffer ailment of body, or 
distress of mind, or agony of spirit, especially Emily, Greg, Gregg, Gloria, Pam, 
Carolyn, Bob and Linda, Nancy, Jamie, Sandor, Kathy, Jeff, Kathryn, Maura, 
Linda, Toni, Martha, Bob, Sue, and Cheri and those we now name. Please reveal 
your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your wholeness to all people. 
 

Let your intimate love be known today by all who feel forgotten or lost, and all 
who are walking in a valley of despair. Please reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your mercy to all people. 
 

Let your fierce love this day redress the wrongs of all who suffer exploitation, 
racism, injustice, abuse, neglect, violence or unwarranted imprisonment. Please 
reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your justice to all people. 
 

Let your nurturing love today encourage those who are gathering resolve to make 
difficult decisions, take on new responsibilities, or make transitions, especially 
Matthew, Heather and India Darling who are moving to California; and all families 
who are making decisions about school in the fall. Please reveal your compassion 
Loving God, bring your liberty to all people. 
 

Let your redeeming love today assure a place in your eternal kingdom for those 
who have died, especially those whom we now name______; Comfort all who 
mourn. Please reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring eternal life to all people.  
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Let your generous love magnify our gratitude for all the blessings of our lives. We 
give thanks for the burgeoning Sacred Ground Group, the Open Hands Food 
Pantry and Garden, and for Children and Youth Ministries.   
Loving God, bring your joy to all people.  
 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary the Godbearer, John the Evangelist, 
and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through 
Christ.  
To you, O God. 
 

Presider God of mercy, you have given us grace to pray with one heart and one 
voice; fulfill now, we pray, the prayers and longings of your people as 
may be best for us and for your kingdom. Grant us in this world to know 
your truth, and in the world to come to see your glory. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People        And also with you.  
 

The peace is exchanged in place among the people 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY AND MILESTONE BLESSINGS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 
they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING OF THE DARLING FAMILY  
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  
 

May God bless you and keep you; 
May God’s divine light shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
May God turn always toward you, and grant you peace. 
And may the blessing of God, The Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,  
remain with you this day and for ever. Amen.  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
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ORGAN POSTLUDE       O Praise the Lord with one Consent/St. Anne, by W.T. Best  
Steve McGhee, Organ 

 

On Line Worship 
Lectors Rachel Andrews, Eliza Stewart, Nicole Stewart 

Presider/Preacher Rev. Beth Bingham 
Deacon Rev. Dcn. Tim Spannaus 

Tech Chris Moran  
 

In Person Worship 
Lectors  TBD  

Presider/Preacher Rev. Beth Taylor 
Music Director/Organist Steve McGhee 

Cantor Brynn Ward  
 

Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

The flowers on the altar are given 
in thanksgiving for all the teams of people who prepared the grounds for 

outdoor worship and for the burgeoning Sacred Ground group.  
 

We welcome your participation and contributions to this ministry.  If you would like to have a memorial or 
thanksgiving printed in the bulletin, please contact Barbara Moran at 248-224-3550 or Barbaramoran79@gmail.com  

The suggested minimum donation is $25.00.  Thank you 

 
 

In-person Church Attendees: A Note about Contact Tracing for COVID-19 

We are observing contact tracing practices as recommended by our county. 
Please call and notify the church office if you should become ill and or test 
positive for the coronavirus so that we can follow the guidelines in alerting 
other attendees to make the best decisions about their health. Thank you.  

 
Children/Youth/Families 

 
You are invited to stay after 10am worship for a family art project (each family 
has your own table and materials). Jelane Richardson will be leading us in the 

activity.  

mailto:Barbaramoran79@gmail.com

