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The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, July 12, 2020  

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak MI 
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GATHERING/PRELUDE      Spirit of the Living God (LEVAS II 115)  

Brynn Ward, Cantor; Steve McGhee, Piano 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
   

THE WORD OF GOD 

At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

 

ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider      †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

GLORIA         Gloria: Hymnal, S280 
 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY           Also found in the Book of Common Prayer    
                                                                   

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant 
that we may know and understand what things we ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON         Isaiah 55:10-13 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
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so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 119:105-112 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                    Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                    The Rev. Beth Taylor 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION       "Day by Day," from Godspell, by Stephen Schwartz 

Debbie Smith, Vocalist 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A moment of silence is kept to reflect upon the needs in our community and in our world  
 

Deacon Giving glory to God through Jesus Christ our Lord, let us pray for the 
mission of God’s church and the ministries of this parish. 

 

For all of those upon whom the foundations of this parish and its ministries are 
built, let us give thanks for their steadfast faith, dedication to God’s mission for the 
church, and their love for the people of St. John’s in every generation. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Generous God, endue us with a spirit of charity and compassion, that like those 
who came before us, we may be open to ways that can make a difference in our 
parish, our community, and the world. 
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Merciful God, continue to give our parish family the desire to do your will, and to 
live as beacons of hope in a despairing world. Help us to be grateful and joyous in 
times of celebration, to be discerning and open-hearted in times of transition, and 
to be peacemakers and comforters in times of sorrow.  
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Healing God, we pray for all those who are sick or suffering, for all who mourn, 
and all who are in harm’s way. Let your healing love be known this day by all who 
suffer ailment of body, or distress of mind, or agony of spirit, especially Greg, 
Gregg, Gloria, Pam, Carolyn, Bob and Linda, Nancy, David, Jamie, Louise, Sandor, 
Kathy, Kathryn, Maura, Toni, Martha, Bob, Sue, and Cheri those we now name 
________. May we be a source of hope and light to those who need comfort, care, 
and encouragement.  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 

Loving God, more fully open our hearts with gratitude and generosity, so that your 
Holy Spirit will guide our lives in service to God’s mission for St. John’s.  
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Bountiful God, we are grateful for years of service and dedication of the volunteers 
of the New To You Resale Shop. We give thanks for the founders and many leaders 
over our 40 year history, and for Kathy Williams our current store manager. We 
give thanks for services provided, and for the love and comraderie shared between 
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shoppers, donors, consignors and volunteers. We give thanks for the financial 
support of church ministries and organizations in the wider community made 
possible through New To You. We are thankful for abundance of abilities with 
which you have blessed us. Continually fuel our desire to joyfully share these 
blessings for the good of our St. John’s community and all of our neighbors. Help 
us to always use your gifts wisely in the service.  
Hear us, O Lord of life. 
 

Presider O God, our loving creator and giver of all good gifts: bless our parish, 
strengthen our faith and grant us the continued spirit of Christian 
stewardship so that we may see and know your kingdom here in our 
church, in our community and throughout the world. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People        And also with you.  
 

The peace is exchanged among the people 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE NEW TO YOU RESALE SHOP 
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Presider As we turn to the tasks before us this day,  
People Fill us, gracious Lord.  
Presider  In making faithful choices, great and small,  
People  Guide us, gracious Lord.  
Presider  With our hearts ready to seek, to notice, and serve those in need,  
People  Accompany us, gracious Lord. 
Presider  And may the blessing of God,  

The Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,  
remain with you this day and for ever. Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, 
  to love and serve others in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                  Postludium, by Flor Peeters  

Steve McGhee, Organ 


