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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to enter the open 
doors of our community and warmly embraces you when you do.  
 
At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and embracing true 
diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, undying 
commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of 
your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive 
ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be 
welcomed, affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because 
you are here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 

 

 
 

_________Are you Visiting or New to St. John’s?___________ 
 
If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by 
signing our Guest Book, or emailing the office later this week 
office@stjohnro.org or by calling or texting one of the clergy at 248-721-
4325 so that we can follow up with you and answer an questions you have 
about St. John’s. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do 
everything we can to help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. 
 
 

mailto:office@stjohnro.org
http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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GATHERING/PRELUDE      Like a River Glorious, arr. Bob Walters 

Steve McGhee, Piano 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
   

THE WORD OF GOD 

At the ringing of a bell, the service begins 

 

ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider      †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE       Praise the God of all creation (Gather 141) 
 

For the health and safety of all, we ask that the congregation refrain from singing. The Cantor will 
sing on our behalf, and we sing with our hearts.  
 

 Praise the God of all creation, God of mercy and compassion: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of truth and life! 
 

 Tree of life and endless wisdom, be our root, our growth and glory:  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of truth and life!   
 

 Living water, we are thirsting for the life that you have promised: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of truth and life! 
 

 Come, O Spirit, kindle fire in the hearts of all your people: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of truth and life!   
 

 Praise the God of all creation, God of mercy and compassion: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Word of truth and life! 
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Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY    
 

O God of abundance, in whom nothing is lost and all are fed: who rained down 
bread from heaven on Israel’s wandering people, who leads us to the food that 
never leaves us hungry, and who fills our whole human family with life enough for 
all: may the sharing of our lives be a sign of your love for us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON          Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
 

Lector  A Reading from the Book of Genesis:  
 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 
This is the story of the family of Jacob. 
 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he 
was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made 
him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said 
to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will 
send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it 
is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he 
sent him from the valley of Hebron. 
 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked 
him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, 
where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I 
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, and 
found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to 
them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this 
dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we 
shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of 
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his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, 
“Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this 
pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out 
of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, 
they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they 
took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 
 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way 
to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we 
kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and 
not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers 
agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him 
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they 
took Joseph to Egypt. 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 105:1-6, 16-22      

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s Name; * 
make known God’s deeds among the peoples. 
 

2 Sing to God, sing praises to God, * 
and speak of all of God’s marvelous works. 
 

3 Glory in God’s holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 

4 Search for God and God’s strength; * 
continually seek God’s face. 
 

5 Remember the marvels God has done, * 
God’s wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 

6 O offspring of Abraham God’s servant, * 
O children of Jacob God’s chosen. 
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16 Then God called for a famine in the land * 
and destroyed the supply of bread. 
 

17 God sent a man before them, * 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
 

18 They bruised his feet in fetters; * 
his neck they put in an iron collar. 
 

19 Until his prediction came to pass, * 
the word of the Lord tested him. 
 

20 The king sent and released him; * 
the ruler of the peoples set him free. 
 

21 He set him as a master over his household, * 
as a ruler over all his possessions, 
 

22 To instruct his princes according to his will * 
and to teach his elders wisdom. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                     Matthew 14:22-33 

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is 
a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and 
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
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When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON                     
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION      Stand by me (LEVAS II, 200) 
 

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me. 
When the world is tossing me 
Like a ship upon the sea; 
Thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. 
 

In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me. 
In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me. 
When I do the best I can, 
And my friends misunderstand, 
Thou who knowest all about me, stand by me. 
 

When I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me. 
When I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me.   
When my life becomes a burden, 
And I'm nearing chilly Jordan, 
O thou "Lily of the Valley," stand by me. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Deacon As Peter cried out from the waves, let us cry to the Lord our God, who 
hears our voice from the heart of the flood.  

 

Leader    
We pray for your Church, for Bonnie our Bishop, for Beth and Beth our priests, 
for Tim our Deacon, and for all the people of St. John’s in their many ministries. 
Let your steadfast love enliven the holy churches in every place, that we may show 
forth your love.  
Loving God, bring hope to all people.  
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Let your healing love be known this day by all who suffer ailment of body, or 
distress of mind, or agony of spirit, especially Emily, Greg, Gregg, Gloria, Pam, 
Carolyn, Bob and Linda, Nancy, Jamie, Sandor, Kathy, Jeff, Kathryn, Maura, 
Linda, Toni, Martha, Bob, Sue, and Cheri and those we now name. Please reveal 
your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your wholeness to all people. 
 

Let your intimate love be known today by all who feel forgotten or lost, and all 
who are walking in a valley of despair. Please reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your mercy to all people. 
 

Let your fierce love this day redress the wrongs of all who suffer exploitation, 
racism, injustice, abuse, neglect, violence or unwarranted imprisonment. Please 
reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your justice to all people. 
 

Let your nurturing love today encourage those who are gathering resolve to make 
difficult decisions, take on new responsibilities, or make transitions, and all families 
who are making decisions about school in the fall. Please reveal your compassion 
Loving God, bring your liberty to all people. 
 

Let your redeeming love today assure a place in your eternal kingdom for those 
who have died, especially Jim Maisel, brother-in-law of Joey Spano, and those 
whom we now name______; Comfort all who mourn. Please reveal your 
compassion, 
Loving God, bring eternal life to all people.  
 

Let your generous love magnify our gratitude for all the blessings of our lives, 
especially those we now name. Please reveal your compassion, 
Loving God, bring your joy to all people.  
 

Presider Lord of wind and water, hear the prayers we offer this day for all 
battered by the waves of this world and bring them in safety to your 
harbor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People        And also with you.  
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The peace is exchanged in place among the people 
 

BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

ORGAN POSTLUDE            Fugue, by Gottleib Muffat 
Steve McGhee, Organ 

 

On Line Worship 
Lectors Barbara Lugger, Sara Troyer, Claire Mazurek, Chris Bosley  

Officiant/Preacher Rev. Dcn. Tim Spannaus 
Tech Chris Moran, Holly McNeal 

 

In Person Worship 
Lectors  TBD  

Officiant/Preacher Rev. Beth Bingham 
Music Director/Organist Steve McGhee 

Cantor Brynn Ward  
 

Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

The flowers on the altar are given 
in thanksgiving for Tim Morgan, Dennis Spatafora and all those who helped 

repair and refurbish the garage. We are so grateful!  
 

We welcome your participation and contributions to this ministry.  If you would like to have a memorial or 
thanksgiving printed in the bulletin, please contact Barbara Moran at 248-224-3550 or Barbaramoran79@gmail.com  

The suggested minimum donation is $25.00.  Thank you 

 
 

In-person Church Attendees: A Note about Contact Tracing for COVID-19 

We are observing contact tracing practices as recommended by our county. 
Please call and notify the church office if you should become ill and or test 
positive for the coronavirus so that we can follow the guidelines in alerting 
other attendees to make the best decisions about their health. Thank you.  

mailto:Barbaramoran79@gmail.com

