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Greetings!

This Saturday marks a significant moment in the
life of The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan. God
willing and the Church consenting, The Rev. Dr.
Bonnie Perry will be ordained and consecrated as
the 11th Bishop of our Diocese. The Most Rev.
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, will be officiating at the Consecration
which will be at the Ford Performing Art Center in
Dearborn at 10:00am. All are welcome to attend.
Or, you can livestream the service on the Diocesan
website at edomi.org

Many familiar faces from St. John's will be
participating in the consecration service:

Marie Donigan, Hospitality Volunteer
Lynne Muth, Usher
Kevin McLogan, Verger 2, Procession 2
Brian Craft, Sofia Miliotto, and Amina
Thompson, Acolyte Team 2, Procession 2  
Cindy Fellner, Chris Moran, Barb Moran,
Pam Smith and Veronica Griffith, Security
Team
Mark Miliotto, Diocesan Staff, Procession 1
Askari Asante, Diocesan Council, Procession
1
Tim Spannaus and Dan Martin, Bishop's
Search and Nominating Committee,
Procession 2
Beth Bingham, Press Relations
Beth Taylor, Minister of Ceremonies

We also have members singing in the 150+ voice
Mass Choir and many St. John's bread bakers
made communion bread for more than 2,000
people! 

Affirming Our Welcome: 
Building In Faith

This will be a regular space to update you on
worship services, events, and activities related to
the Capital Campaign.  

https://www.stjohnsroyaloak.org/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html
https://www.stjohnsroyaloak.org/prayer-request
https://www.edomi.org/
https://www.stjohnsroyaloak.org/serving
https://openhandspantry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsNTY
https://www.edomi.org/


UPDATE:
We are pleased to announce that we have received
pledge commitments for the Affirming our
Welcome: Building in Faith Capital Campaign for
$881,151. Of the total, $318,362 has already been
received. Thank you, St. John's. If you would like to
make a pledge, you can do so online at any time.
The 'pink' envelopes for Capital Campaign
contributions, and pledge "cards" are always
available in the pews, or in the church office and
can be dropped into the offering plate on Sunday,
mailed or returned to the church office during the
week.

"God, what do you want to do through me?"

For more information,
visit https://www.stjohnsroyaloak.org/capital-

campaign

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events

Saturday, February 8, The Consecration of The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Perry 
(Ford Community & Performing Arts Center, Dearborn)
On February 8, the Diocese of Michigan will welcome our new Bishop, The Rev. Dr.
Bonnie Perry. There will be a Diocesan wide liturgy in Dearborn called The Ordination
and Consecration of a Bishop. It's a big deal and a beautiful celebration with organ,
timpani, brass and grand processions. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, Bishop Wendell
Gibbs, and many other bishops from across the country will be present to pray, for
laying on of hands, and to 'make her a bishop in the Church.' Everyone is welcome. Beth
Taylor is the Minister of Ceremonies and has served on the Bishop Transition
Team. Tim Spannaus and Dan Martin served on the Bishop Search and Nominating
Committee. People from all over the diocese are working so hard to get ready for this
day! More information available at the Diocesan website.

THIS SUNDAY, February 9, 9:15am: Introduction to the Episcopal Church,
Part II (Library)
This three-part Sunday preparation class (Part III on Feb. 16) is a free-ranging
exploration of what it means to be an Episcopalian. Unsure what Episcopalians believe
about the Bible or about theology? Or what's the Book of Common Prayer? Share your
questions, and we'll try to cover them all. And, of course, you can ask anything you want
in class. Perfect for new members, those seeking confirmation or reception into the
Episcopal Church, or anyone seeking a refresher! Presented by St. John's Clergy.

THIS SUNDAY, February 9, after the 10:15am service: Help make
Valentine's Day Cards for our homebound members (West Transept)
During Coffee Hour after the 10:15am service on February 12, help us make special
Valentine's Day cards for St. John's members who aren't able to come to church.
Supplies will be on each of the round tables just waiting for your creativity and love!
Pre-addressed envelopes will be on the tables as well so you can personalize your
messages. There will also be a few blank envelopes in case you wish to send a Valentine

https://www.stjohnsroyaloak.org/capital-campaign
https://www.edomi.org/consecration/


to a member is not on our list of homebound parishioners.

Wednesday, February 12, 7:00pm in the Library: Oprah Winfrey's
Conversation with Bryan Stevenson
We will watch and discuss Oprah's SuperSoul Conversation with Bryan Stevenson,
author of the book Just Mercy and founder and Executive Director of the Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI), a human rights organization in Montgomery, AL. Mr. Stevenson is a
widely acclaimed public interest lawyer who has dedicated his career to helping the
poor, the incarcerated, and the condemned. He led the creation of two cultural sites
which opened in 2018: the Legacy Museum and the National Memorial for Peace and
Justice (both sites on St. John's Civil Rights Pilgrimage). Discussion facilitated by The
Rev. Beth Bingham
 
Wednesday, February 19, 7:00pm in the Library: St. John's Book Group:
Living into God's Dream: Dismantling Racism in America
We will read and discuss the Introduction and two essays included in the book Living
into God's Dream: Dismantling Racism in America, edited by Dr. Catherine Meeks
(CH 1: "Living into God's Dream of Community" by Luther E. Smith, Jr. and CH 3:
"Why is this Black Woman Still Talking about Race" by Catherine Meeks). Dr. Meeks is
the founding director of the Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing in the Episcopal
Diocese of Atlanta and, as she notes in the introduction, "The work of dismantling
racism is most effective when engaged as spiritual formation." Books are available to
purchase at church for $15 or you can order from Amazon. Presented by: The Rev. Beth
Bingham

Sunday, February 23: Help build the Lent art installation/prayer station 
We have a tradition at St. John's of making an art installation/prayer station that stays
up during the season of Lent. Constructing it is an organic process that combines
construction and art - and the good news is, there is someone who can guide you if
you've never worked on a project like this before. Are you able to stay after the 10:15am
service on Sunday February 23 ( about 11:45 - 1:00pm) for about 1-1/2 hours to build
this art installation for our congregation? It's also a great way to meet some people and
have fun. Thanks for considering it! 
 
SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 26 is ASH WEDNESDAY: Services at 7am,
Noon, 7pm
Ashes were used in the Old Testament times as a sign of repentance. ("Then I turned to
the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and supplication with fasting and sackcloth
and ashes." Daniel 9:3). The practice of applying or 'imposing' ashes was carried over
and used by Christians as a sign of our mortality and repentance of our sins. On
Ash Wednesday, all are invited to say prayers and receive ashes. The priest will mark
you with ashes in the sign of the cross on your forehead saying the words, "Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
In addition to the three Eucharistic services, we will have special program for children
and families from 6:00-6:30pm during which we will teach the kids about this holy day.

Safeguarding God's People Training - Saturday March 21, 9:00am to Noon: 
All Pastoral Care Team Members (Eucharistic Visitors, Healing Ministers, Care Givers),
Vestry, Sunday School and Youth Leaders, and anyone who works with vulnerable
populations (children and elderly adults) who hasn't taken Safeguarding God's People
training in the last 5 years are required to do so by our Diocese. This is a thoughtful and
important program that helps Episcopal Churches understand policies and create
cultures to prevent abuse and misconduct. We will be offering a training on Saturday,
March 21 from 9am-noon in the West Transept. Child care will be available if you need
it. Please RSVP to bethtaylor@stjohnro.org or call the office.



Music at St. John's
We will have guest organists joining our St. John's Chancel Choir to provide music

leadership in the coming weeks. This week,.........  The Music Advisory Team has sent
out a job description for a Music Director and Organist, attached here. We hope you
will help us share it widely. Also, please pray for guidance as we discern this important

leadership role. 

Volunteers - New to You is Recruiting Now!
The shop continues to be BUSY! Please consider volunteering - we could use the help!

Contact Sue Tower at Susan.J.Tower@gmail.com for more information on volunteer

opportunities and please keep those donations coming! Visit our Facebook page,
New To You Resale Shop, for information on new merchandise!

Shop Hours
Monday-Friday        10am-4pm
Saturday                    10am-1pm

          Monday Evenings   6:30pm-8:30pm

Open Hands Garden:
While the outside beds are empty, look what is growing in our Hoop House!  We are
able to offer Open Hands guests produce even in the winter.

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4157da_d6c01eed6d3443f9bef97ab475919834.pdf
mailto:Susan.J.Tower@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsNTY/


 
Adult Formation: 
 
St. John's 2020 Civil Rights Pilgrimage
On May 16, 2020 a group of 22 adults will leave from St. John's to embark on a 9-day 
life-changing journey into America's south to learn about one of the defining events in
American History, the Civil Rights Movement.  Our pilgrimage will take us to
significant Civil Rights sites in Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi where we will learn
about the transformative role played by thousands of ordinary individuals who fought to
make real the ideals of justice and equality.  On our way back to Royal Oak, we will stop
in Ferguson, Missouri and Chicago, Illinois to confront Civil Rights issues facing us
today.  A general information packet about the pilgrimage (cost, itinerary, route, etc.) is
now available online on the St. John's website under "Current Events" or you can pick
up a paper copy of the packet at St. John's.  Rosemary Spatafora at
rspatafora@comcast.net or 248-544-4504

Adult Formation Program for Lent: Made in God's Image
Mark your calendars for this year's Lenten Adult Formation series which begins on
Wednesday, March 4. This year's focus is "Made in the Image of God: Seeing, Being
Seen, and Telling our Stories." We will have programs every Wednesday during Lent
(March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1). More information about each offering will be coming
soon.

Community/Outreach

10:15 Coffee Hour Update and News
We are pleased to announce that we have five coffee hour teams who will make the
coffee and set up and clean up each week for our 10:15 coffee hour. Many hands make
light work!  We are grateful for Pam Lupinski, Carol Aaron, Jen and Scott Bruns, Gail
Gordon, Marie Donigan, Sue Tower, and Nick and Kristen Swan for their service. 
 
Thank you to our Barista Teams and all the folks who brought snacks in January. Please
check out the calendar on the wall in the West Transept to sign up to bring treats in
February or March.
 
If you have any questions about this ministry, contact Janice Pedersen
(Janicepedersen@verizon.net) or Lynne Muth (lynne.muth@gmail.com). Please help us
to welcome others and build community by participating in this important ministry. 

LIKE  and FOLLOW   the New To You Resale Shop 

mailto:rspatafora@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnroyaloak/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsNTY/
https://www.instagram.com/newtoyouro/
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