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Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 - For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time 
to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. What gain have the workers from their 
toil? I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a 
sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing 
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure 
in all their toil. I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. That which is, already has 
been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has gone by. 
 
Matthew 22: 34-40 - When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked 
him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 

"Love the Lord your God with all your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. "And a second is like unto it" - (meaning ‘just as important’ – 
Equally important’ - “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. The Golden Rule. This is central teaching of every 
major world religion, of every faith tradition: Just treat other people the way you want to be treated; with kindness, 
and fairness, and mercy, and dignity. Be a good person. You have been given the gift of a heart and a head and two 
hands. You were put here on earth to use them, to DO something for others.  

THAT was Jonathan Oakes! He was so full of LIFE, and JOY. He was a kid at heart, really. He LOVED 
providing for his family. He LOVED doing a really good job (he worked for 30 years as an engineer). But 
NOTHING made Jonathan happier that doing something for others. Serving, pitching in, helping out: with his 
community, with the Jaycees, in building a ramp for a friend with mobility issues, in coaching a soccer team.  

Earlier this year, Jonathan was here, right here, volunteering for our Church’s BIG SORT – the Postal Food 
DRIVE for Open Hands Food Pantry – where we collect THOUSANDS of pounds of food, and sort it in a single 
day. I'd never seen Jonathan so happy, as to be helping, serving, doing something – for others, feeding his 
neighbors.  

Jesus said - "Love God with all your heart, and soul, and mind.” And “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Everything else is just commentary. If you do this, everything else in your life falls in place. And that 
sounds just like the Jonathan we knew. Yes, he was part of this faith community, but what was more important to 
him than doctrine and religion was what kind of a person you are. Just be a good person!  

We saw Jonathan take such JOY in teaching his kids that -- not by lecturing them, but by SHOWING 
them. By asking, "How can I help? Where do you need me? What can I do for you?" 

What a GREAT GUY! Always smiling. Beaming! And so proud to cheer his kids on, and to revel in their 
accomplishments. We rememember him standing right over there - So proud! - 

when Lauren or Kevin played their instruments, or read scripture, or sang! But what gave him the most joy 
– here at church, or at work, or with his family, or with his friends. or in his community, or with the Jaycees - was 
Giving. Helping. Serving. It was in his BONES! "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. Just be a good person!   

Remember that. 
Let’s remember that and celebrate that and emulate that. That is the best way to honor someone who’s 

meant so much to us; by taking on the practices and the way of life that we most admired in them.  
We are gathered today to remember Jonathan Lee Oakes, beloved husband of Lisa (he loved you SO 

MUCH); devoted and proud father of Lauren and Kevin (he adored you both); son of Oren, his father and stepson 
of his stepmother Chris; treasured brother of Adrienne and Heather. Jonathan was a coworker – and neighbor – 
and friend. Jonathan was a good friend.  



What a spirit! What a JOYFUL spirit! The man loved to fish! – to catch a big ol bass! He loved to play! 
Really play – like run around and play with his kids. To LAUGH! TO EAT! – spicy, adventurous food. Let’s 
eat! Just like in the book of Ecclesiastes – the scripture read this morning – "there is a time to laugh, and a time to 
cry, a time to gather, and a time to scatter, a time to keep silence, and a time to speak." But what Jonathan really 
UNDERSTOOD, and really loved, is that it is GOD”S GIFT to us that we should eat, and drink and take pleasure 
in all our toil. So LIVE LARGE! LAUGH! Go fishing! Play games! Take care of one another! Help each other out! 
Share all that you have! Be joyful – because life is a gift! So live!  

 
THAT'S Jonathan! That is HOW he lived! You just can’t picture him any other way. What a lovely joyful, 

spirited, caring man! He had so much to teach us.  
Now, I have just a few words for all who mourn him – and I offer these with great tenderness and 

gentleness, and as a comfort: with prayers for COMFORT – especially for Lisa and Lauren and Kevin (and for all 
of you).  

Family and friends, when someone so ALIVE and so young dies, so suddenly and unexpectedly, it briugs up 
a lot of fear for us, and we feel vulnerable and helpless. We ask, "How could this happen?  

What could I have done to prevent it?" The answer is – nothing. God did not do this to teach us a lesson or 
because God needed an angel. It does NOT make sense and it hurts and we miss him!   

And – especially Lisa and Lauren and Kevin – you get to be sad, or mad! You get to feel whatever you’re 
feeling. And know this – our God is broken hearted with you. And we are all weeping with you . . . we’re weeping 
WITH YOU.  

And if you need us to be still and listen, or just hold your hand, that’s where we’ll be.  
And if you need us to laugh and share funny stories and memories of Jonathan, that’s what we’ll do.  
If you need help, we’ll help.  
If you need space, you GOT IT.  
We’ve GOT YOU! 
We’re here.  
Not just today.  
Not just this month.  
We’re your PEOPLE! 
We’re your family.  
We’ve got you.  
Jonathan would want that from us, and we accept the task as a great privilege.  
We’ve got you, whatever you need.  
"Love your neighbor, do for others what you would want or need in their place."  
We’re here. We LOVE YOU!  
We won’t say to you – "be strong" – NO, be whatever you are feeling and we accept you. We’re here.  
We wont’ say to the kids – "you have to grow up now, and be in charge now." NO. Youre kids. Be kids. Be 

every bit of that, and we will be right here with you and for you.  
We won’t say to you, "God must have needed him." NO. You know and we know that you want him here, 

need him here. Say what you need to say.  
And you know what? - God, the comforter, the one who embraces us and fills us, will come to you in your 

most despairing times, in in the most unexpected moments, with peace. We got you, and most importantly, God’s 
got you! 

We have so much gratitude for all the time we had with Jonathan.  
Jonathan Oakes is the picture of gratitude! A smile. A hearty laugh. A playful spirit. A person who lived and 

loved and worked and tried and labored and played, and then died. Jonthan knew that there was a time for 
everything. A time to laugh and a time to weep. But mostly a time to LOVE! 

Thank you for loving us, Jonathan! 
Thank you for living a life that showed us how to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We’re so GRATEFUL for you! 
And we’ll remember you and honor you by carrying forward all that you taught us.  
Be at peace. Rest in peace. You did a WONDERFUL job!  
Amen.  


