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At the ringing of the bell, the worship service begins 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

 

Presider  †Blessed be the God of our salvation:  
People  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.  
 

The Presider continues with the bidding  
 

Tonight we begin the Great Three Days of our Lord’s passion, death and 
resurrection. We are followers in his way, exploring his Truth, encountering his 
Life.  

This is the night when Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the 
hands of those who would betray him.  

This is the night when Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room 
for a holy meal.  

This is the night when Christ washed the disciples’ feet, showing us how 
to honor and serve one another in Love.  

This is the night for watching and prayer.  
We give ourselves freely to the demands of these great days, confident that 

those who die in Christ will surely live with him.  
The Community is then called to prepare for this night with humility, with 

open hearts, and with faith. 
 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

Almighty God, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may, when the time 
comes, receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in 
these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Holy Gospel            John 13:1-17, 31b-35   
 

Deacon †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
   

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash 
my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 
Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except 
for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are 
clean." 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 

Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified 
in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I 
am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
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Deacon      The Gospel of Christ.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Meditation                      The Rev. Beth Bingham 

A period of silence is kept 
 

Musical Reflection    Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
Debbie Smith, soloist 

 

The Giving of the New Commandment 
 

Presider  The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had 
washed their feet, said to them, “Do you know what I, your Lord and 
Master, have done to you? I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done.” 

 

People  Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with 
you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to you. 

Presider I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved 
you. 

 

People  Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with 
you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to you. 

 

Presider  By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have 
love for one another. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 
 

Deacon As we begin these sacred three days and prepare through fasting and 
prayer, let us earnestly pray to God for all those gathered tonight with 
Christ and for all peoples everywhere. 

 

Leader 
On this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ 
feet. As we commit ourselves to following his example of love and service, teach 
us humility. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
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On this night, Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one. As we grieve for the 
divisions in the church, unite us. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

On this night, Jesus prayed for those who would come to follow his Way of Life 
through the disciples’ message. As we take up the mission of the church, renew 
our zeal to love and to serve others as Christ loved us. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

On this night, Jesus commanded his friends to love, but he suffered rejection 
himself. As we open our hearts to the rejected and the unloved, fill us with your 
compassion and mercy. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

On this night, Jesus reminded his people that, if the world hated them, it had 
hated him first. As we face our own fears, we pray for those who are persecuted 
for their faith; give us your peace. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

On this night, Jesus loved his friends to the very end. As we open our hearts to 
all who face darkness tonight, we pray for the sick, those who mourn, those 
trapped by violence, addiction, or pain: give healing and hope, especially those we 
now name either silently or aloud ________________. God of grace,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

On this night, we pray for all those who have died, especially Joyce Simmons, 
and those we now name_________; for those whose witness has strengthened 
and encouraged us; and for those who have died who are known to you alone. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 

Please add your intercessions and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 
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Holy Week Prayer 
 

Presider  O God of the crucified and risen One, from whom no trial or trouble 
can separate us: you feed us with your Word and soothe us with your 
Spirit, closer to us than breath itself. Make us glad this night for the 
life of your servant Jesus. Make us servants of all for the sake of 
Jesus; who for our sake gave his life for the salvation of all. In the 
Name of Jesus, your Son, our Lord.  Amen 

 
 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTARS 

Musical Reflection      Jesus remember me  

            Steve McGhee, piano 

During the playing of the hymn, the people silently remove all of the items from their home 
altars, except for a cross.  
 

At the conclusion of the hymn, the service ends in silence.   

 


