
 

DATE TOPIC/LEADER 

Wednesday, October 2 

7:00-8:30pm 

in the Library 

Songs of Praise and Protest: The Music of the Civil Rights Movement 

No American social movement of the past century is as closely connected 

with music as is the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. The people of faith 

who led the Civil Rights Movement were also people of song. African 

American spirituals, gospel music, and folk music all played central roles in 

strengthening and uniting those committed to the struggle for civil rights. We 

all know We Shall Overcome, but that’s just the beginning 

Presented by: Nina Scott, Ensemble Director, First United Methodist 

Church Detroit 

Wednesday, October 16 

7:00-8:30pm 

in the Library 

Social and Economic Justice in Detroit: A Discussion of the Summer 

2019 Detroit Freedom Tour 

In Summer 2019, a group from St. John’s went on the Detroit Freedom Tour, 

a two-day bus tour of important civil rights sites in the City of Detroit. The 

tour included the Birwood Wall, which was intended to define where black 

and white families could live and was ground zero for redlining in America; 

the park honoring civil rights martyr Viola Liuzzo; current community 

gardening initiatives; and lots more. By touring these sites, the participants 

learned about the struggle for social and economic justice in Detroit’s past 

and present. 

Presented by: Clarence Craft, Rosemary Spatafora, Jessica Worden-

Jones 

Sunday, October 20 

9:15-10:00am 

in the Library 

An Introduction to Black Theology 

Most Christian theology has been developed by those with considerable 

social power, particularly white, European males. Black theology 

contextualizes Christianity in the experiences of non-white people, those not 

represented in most “traditional” theology. In the U.S., Black Theology was 

advocated most notably by James H. Cone in the late 1960s in his book, 

Black Theology, Black Power, which “provided a new way to 

comprehensively define the distinctiveness of theology in the black church.” 

This session will explore the basics of Black Theology, with a focus on the 

works of Cone, Howard Thurman, and Delores Williams. 

Presented by: The Rev. Beth Bingham 

Adult Formation at St. John’s: 

A Special Series on Civil Rights 

More → 



 Wednesday, October 23 

7:00-8:30pm 

in the Library 

St. John’s Movie Night: Mighty Times: The Children’s March  

Described by one elementary school teacher as “the best civil rights 

documentary I’ve ever used,” Mighty Times tells the story of how the 

children of Birmingham, Alabama braved police dogs and fire hoses to 

protest segregation and march for civil rights. 

Wednesday, November 6 

7:00-8:30pm 

in the Library 

Strange Fruit: A Quilting Memorial to the Victims of Lynching 

Detroit artist April Shipp is known for making quilts that have spiritual and 

historical significance. Her quilts include a Detroit Underground Railroad 

quilt, a quilt series focused on Blues singers, and a Road to Rwanda quilt.  

Strange Fruit is her meticulously researched memorial to the more than 5,000 

victims of lynching. It has been exhibited at the Charles H. Wright Museum.  

Presented by: April Shipp, Detroit artist  

Wednesday, November 20 

7:00-8:30pm 

in the Library 

The Story of Ferguson 

The shooting of Michael Brown five years ago in Ferguson, Missouri sparked 

a movement. As the New York Times reported recently, the events in 

Ferguson “set into motion profound changes in policing, race relations, and 

society” itself. But the story of Ferguson has always consisted of far more 

than the event that sparked the movement and has led to renewed awareness 

of and action to remedy structural inequality, police brutality, and racial 

inequality in the criminal justice system.  

Presented by: Pamela Jones, M.Div., Ph.D.  
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